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PREFACE 


\ HE following Sheets contain the moſt 
authentick Information that can be ob- 
tained, of the real Motives for the late Conſpi- 
racy againſt, and of the horrid Attempt upon 
his Moſt Faithful Majeſty, with whatever after- 
wards occurred in relation to that dreadful Af- 
fair, which now ſo much employs the Atten- 


tion of the Publick, 


THE various Relations already publiſhed, 
ſeem to be rather the Fruits of wanton Ima- 
gination, than a real Knowledge of Facts: 
And, therefore, my noble Friend, who is well 
known for his generous Regard to this Coun- 
try, permitted me to tranſlate the following 
Letter, for the better Information thereof, If 
I have taken ſome Liberties in commenting 
upon the illuſtrious Writer of it, I hope nei- 
ther my Patron will be offended, or the Reader 
think the worſe of my Principles or Opinions, 
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Extrad of a letter from Liſbon, Dec. 22. 
In the beginning of this month the famous 


Joſeph Policarpe de Azevedo, formerly Valet de 


Chambre of the Ducd'Avero, died in the Gene- 


ral Hoſpinal here: He had fled as ſoon as he learnt 


that his maſter was arreſted, This is the ſame 
Toſeph Policarpe who was declared by ſentence 
guilty of having fired at the King, as mentioned 
in the ſecond volume of the life of the Marquis 
de Pombal. When this man was at the point of 


death he eonfeſſed to the prieſt who attended him 


in his laſt moments, that he was really guilty of 
the crime of which he had been accuſed, and in- 
treated him to make his declaration public after 
his death, left an innocent perſon fhould be ae- 
cuſed of the fact. He added, that he had never 
removed from this city, and to gain a ſubſi ſtenee 
he ſold writing ink about the ſtreets, and no per- 
ſon ever recollected him.“ 2 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Q\ORTUGAL, is ſituated between the 7th 
and 10th Degrees of Weſtern Longitude, and 
the 37th and 42d Degrees of North Lati- 

tude, and is the moſt weſterly Kingdom of Europe; 
Its Boundary, on the North and Eaſt, 1s the King- 
dom of Span, of which it was ainciently a Pro- 
vince, and on the Weſt and South, the Atlantick 
Ocean; and it is not more than about 300 Miles 
in length and 100 in breadth. 

If Portugal is not ſo fertile as Spain, in compen- 
ſation of that defect, the Inhabitants are not tortur- 
ed with the intenſe Heat that reigns in the latter; 
particularly on the Sea Coaſt, where they are 
gently fann'd by ſucceſſive Sea Breezes; and 
tho* throughout the Country, ſome of the bar- 
reneſt Mountains, appear and diſguſt the Eyes of 
the Stranger, yet towards their Baſes, Vines ate 
planted, which, crawling on every Side with a kind 
of wild Luxuriance, wonderfully chear the Travel- 
ler's Sight with their agreeable Verdure. The Coun- 
try does not produce Corn, ſufficient for the Inhabi- 
tants Subſiſtence, for they are very frequently ſup- 


plied from England and Holland; notwithſtanding 


which, the Peaſants and Country People, are forced 


to content themſelves with Indian Corn, which is 
not to be praiſed, for any remarkable delicacy or 
fineneſs. Their Cattle are lean, owing to the 
nature and ſcarcity of their Paſturage, and the 
Fleſh is far from being reliſhable to an Engliſs 
Palate. But this Soil produces an amazing Plenty 
of Olives, Oranges, Lemons, Cheſnuts, Almonds, 
Figs and Raiſins, and the generous Grape ſeems 
intended as a Recompence for the many Defici- 
encies Portugal labours under. The Air is generally 

B res- 
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reckoned healthful, and is often tempered with 
refreſhing Gales, and fruitful Showers.  * 
The chief Rivers, that Water the Kingdom of 
Portugal with their Streams, are the Tagus, the 
Guadiana, the Minho and the Douro, which have 
all their riſe in Spain, croſs the Kingdom of Poriu- 
gal, and diſcharge themſelves into the Atlantick 
Ocean; the Mondego, which, riſing on the Eaſt- 
ern Side of Portugal, runs Welt, ayd falls alſo 
into the Atlantick, as do three other Rivers, the 
Vouga, the Lima, and the Cada. The principal 
Bays and Harbours are thoſe of Liſbon, St. Ubes, 


Oporto and Lagos. The moſt noted Capes or 


Promontories, are thoſe of, 1. St. Vincent, which 
lies in 10˙ W, Long. and in 36“: 55/ of N. Lat. 
is the moſt S. Weſterly Promontory of Portugal, 
and 25 Miles Weſt of Lagos: 2. Cape Efpi- 
chel: 3. Cape Roxa, or Roxent, commonly called 
the Rock of Liſbon, in Long. 10* W. and Lat. 
38* : 50“ ſituated in the Allantick Ocean, at the 
North Entrance of the River Tagus, and 22 Miles 
Welt of Liſbon; and 4. Cape Mondego. 

Portugal contains Six Provinces, viz. 

1. 2. Entre Minbos Douro and Tralos Montes, 
on the North. 

3. 4. Beira and Eſtremadura, in the Middle; and 

5. 6. Entre Tayo and Guadiana, commonly called 
Alentejo and Algarva, on the South. 

Of each of theſe I ſhall ſay ſomewhat briefly. 

The Province of Entre Minhos Douro, has the 
River Minbo on the North, the Douro on the 
South, and the Atlantick Ocean on the Weſt. 
The Cultivation of Vineyards is greatly encreaſed 
of late Years, in this Province, occaſioned by the 
Engliſh having taken off ſuch Quantities of their 
Portugal Wines, tho* the Vines are ſmaller than 
thoſe of the ſouthern Parts of the Kingdom. 
The chief Towns in this Province are Oporto, 
Viana, 


fl Rel pane” 
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Viana, Braga, Caminba, Moncaon, Ponte de Lima, 
Guimaraez and Amarante. 

Port, Porto, or Oporto, formerly Portucale, 
ſtands on the Side of a craggy Mountain, the 
Foot of which is Javed by the River Douro. 
It is about three Miles from the Mouth of the 
River. When Ships are in the Harbour, they 
have very good anchorage and commodious rid- 
ing; but the Entrance is very difficult, by reaſon 
of the Rocks and Sands, which make a Bar that 
muſt be paſs'd at high Water, and cannot be at- 
tempted without the Aſſiſtance of a coaſting 
Pilot, The Streets are tolerably commodious 
and well paved; but to walk in them much is 
really exceſſively tireſome, by reaſon of the Ine- 
qualities, and frequent Aſcents and Deſcents of 
the Ground the City ſtands upon. Ships lie here 
cloſe to a fine Key, where they lade and unlade. 
The Inhabitants, excluſive of Merchants who re- 
pair here for Traffick, may be computed at 5600 
or 6000 Souls, It is a Biſhop's See, has an Aca- 
demy for young Gentlemen to learn their Exer- 
ciſes, and one of the ſovereign Courts here hold 
their Seſſion. There, 1s alſo an Arſenal, Docks 
and Yards for fitting out Ships of War. The 
Town 1s naturally inacceſſible by Sea, but on the 
land Side it is fortified only with an old Wall, 
ſome weak and almoſt ruinous Towers, and a 
ſmall Fort with 4 Baſtions. 

Viana de Foz de Lima, 1s pleaſantly ſituated on 
the Sea Coaſt, 36 Miles from Oporto, has a good 
Harbour, but of a difficult Entrance, and is adorn- 
ed with ſome good Buildings, There is a Cita- 


del, regularly fortified, at the Entrance of the 


Port, and it is now a Place of good Trade. 

Braga, is an Antient City, the See of an Arch- 
biſhop; ſtands about 15 Miles from the Ocean, 
Eaſtward, and 180 North of Liſbon, It has five 

3 Pariſhes 
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Pariſhes and contains about 3000 Families. The 
Buildings are more remarkable for their Antiquity, 
than for their Elegance. The Archbiſhop has a 
Sword, as well as a Croſs carried before him, 
being temporal as well as ſpiritual Lord of the 
City and Diſtrict, Braga is the Capital of the 
Province, and the Country about Braga, produ- 
ces Corn, Wine and Fruit, and large Flocks of 
Sheep are fed in their plentiful Paſtures. 

The Province of Tralos Montes, beſides its Ca- 
ag Braganza the antient Brigantium, has the 

owns of Miranda de Douro, Chaves, Villa Real, 
Almeida, and Caſtel Rodrigo. 

Bragenza is ſituated on a Plain, and divided into 
the old and new Towns, the former defended by 
antique and double Walls, and the latter has a 
Fort of ſome Strength, with four Baſtions, to de- 
fend it. It may contain about 600 or 700 Fami- 
lies. It is alſo the Capital of the Dutchy of Bra- 
ganza, the Patrimony of his preſent moſt faithful 
Majeſty. 

The Province of Beira, is extremely pleaſant 
and beautifully planted with Vines and Olives, Co- 
1mbra, or Conimbra, the Capital, ſtands on an Em1- 
nence, on the North Side of the River Mondego 
at the Extremity of a beautiful Plain, 90 Miles 
North of Liſbon and 18 Miles from the Sea. It is 
the moſt celebrated Univerſity in the Kingdom, is 
a Biſhop's See, and contains one of the Tribunals 
of the Inquiſition. In it are ſeven Pariſhes, five 
Monaſteries, four Nunneries, 16 Colleges, a Houſe 
of Mercy, and an Hoſpital, The Inhabitants 
amount to about 5000 Families. The moſt re- 

markable Fabrick here is the Bridge, built of 
Stone, which has 29 Arches. There are two 
rows of Arches, one above another, which form 
a covered Way, thro' which one paſſes without 
being expos'd to the Weather, The Jeſuits 

College, 
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College, Aqueduct, and ſome of the Churches are 
admired, but the Town itſelf cannot boaſt of much 
elegance. 

The great Towns in the Province of Eſtremadura, 
beſides Liſbon, the Capital of the Kingdom and 
Province, are Setubal, or St. Ubes, Almada, Bene- 
vento, Salvaterra, Mugen, Tomar, Pendragon, Lavis, 
Alcobaca, Peniche, Santaren and Alanguer. 

Liſbon is ſeated on the aſcent of a Hill, within 
the mouth of the Tagus, and extends along the 
North Shore thereof, in the form of a Creſcent. 
It 1s about nine Miles Eaſt from the Ocean. 


Liſbon is in length about ſix Miles; but the breadth . 


is very unequal, and tho' it affords a moſt de- 
lightful Proſpe& from the Harbour, yet the Spec- 
tator finds himſelf greatly deceived when he en- 
ters the City, the Streets being extremely narrow 
and fteep. Before the late Calamity, it was 
computed there were 30,000 Houſes in this City, 
and 200,000 Inhabitants. It is ſurrounded by an 
old Wall and Towers, and has a Caſtle on a Hill, 
which commands the Place, but which would be 
of very little Defence in Caſe of an Artack. 
There were in it 40 Pariſh Churches, and 40 
Monaſteries and Nunneries. The Square before 
the Palace, was the fineſt in Liſhon; the Palace 
formed one Side of it, another Side ran along the 
River, and was ſupported by a Wall, and on the 
oppoſite Side were a Range of fine Buildings. 
From this charming Place you have a delightful 
Proſpe& of the River, where large Fleets are 
conſtantly riding at Anchor, and great Numbers 


of Ships going in, and ſailing out. On this Spot - 


they celebrate their Bull-Feaſts, and this is the 
tata] Place, where the infernal Inquiſition, put to 
Death their unfortunate Victims, at which Times 
the ignorant, ſuperſtitious Populace will ſhout 
and exult, as if it were the moſt ſignal Rejoic- 


ing. 


"(144 1 - 
ing. The King's Palace was an Irregular Pile, 
2nd not greatly Admired. The Houſes of the 
Nobility were grand Structures, of hewn Stone, 
with Yards and Gardens ; but thoſe of the Citizens 
old, and very ill contrived, with Windows of Lat- 
tice, The Streets lying upon a Deſcent, is a kind 
of Advantage; becauſe, as is cuſtomary at 
Edinburgh and Madrid, in the Night Time all 
manner of Filth is thrown into them. The 
Dominicans Church ſhone with Gold, Silver and 
precious Relicks, and, over the Door, were the 
Names of all thoſe who had been burnt by the 
Inquiſition. The Santa Caſa or Palace of the In- 
quiſition, as well as the Convent of the Dominicans 
are adjoining. The dreadful Nature and Proceed- 
gs of that vile Tribunal, are too well known to 
need Deſcription. The entrance of the Harbour 
of Liſbon is hazardous and requires a Pilot; but, 
when 1n it, Ships ride very ſecurely, covered by the 
Hills on one Side, and by the oppoſite high Banks 
on the other, This Port has more Foreign 
Traffick, than any in Europe, ſave London and 
Amſterdam, and the Engliſh have generally fifty 
or {ixty Sail in the Harbour at a time. The 
Palace of Alcantara, lies a Mile Weſt of Liſbon, 
is a magnificent Structure, and much admired 
for , its fine Gardens. The delightful Country 
about it, the Grottos, Fountains and Caſcades ; the 
Brooks and Canals, whoſe borders ſhone with 
Flowers of various Dyes; the Orange and Citron 
Trees, which pertumed the Air, made 1t an earthly 
Paradiſe. Belem, or Bethlehem, is the Name of a 
Town, a Monaſtery and a Fort, which latter the 
Ships are obliged to ſalute, ſhew their Diſcharges 
from the Cuſtom-Houſe at, Cc. It is a royal 
Garriſon, and the upper Stories are Priſons for ſtate 
Criminals. The Village of Caſcaes, lies ſix Miles 
below Belem, before which is a Road, that Ships 
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frequently Anchor in. The two Channels of the 
Tagus, which all Ships enter, are defended by two 
ſtrong Forts. Thus ſtood this opulent City, this 
Seat of Riches, Ignorance, Superſtition and Per- 
ſecution, before the late terrible Earthquake of 
Nov. 1755, which, with its attendant Flames, in 
a manner ruined and laid wafte the City of 
Liſbon, which may be imagined, at preſent, to yield 
a Proſpect of tottering Ruins, defaced Structures, 
and Temporary Buildings, run up for the immedi- 
ate Service of its remaining Inhabitants, and 
thoſe who have ſince reſorted thither. 

The Province of Mlentejo, contains, beſides its 
Capital Ebora, the Towns of Eſtremos, Elvas, 
Campo Major, Aronches, Portalegre, Olivenza, 
Villa Vicicſa, Moura, Serpa, Mertola, Beja, Portel, 
Viana, Alcazar de Sal, St. Jago de Cacem, and 
Sines. 

Ebora is about 60 Miles S. E. of Lifhon, it is 
ſurrounded by an old Wall and Towers, and con- 
tains about 4000 Inhabitants. The Mountains and 
' Vallies about it are exceeding fruitful, and the 
Mountains contain fome ſilver Mines. 

Eftremos, is about 20 Miles N. E. of Ebora. It 
contains about 2000 Inhabitants. 

Elvas is 24 Miles to the Eaſtward of Eſtremos, 
and being only ſix Miles from the Spaniſb Frontier 
of Eftremadura, is very ſtrongly fortified, and de- 
fended by a Caſtle all built of hewn Stone. The 
Town is ſituated on a Hill. It contains between 
2000 and 3000 Inhabitants. There is a Ciſtern 
at Elvas ſo large, that it will hold Water ſuffi- 
cient for the Inhabitants for ſix Months. It is 
every Way one of the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes in the 
Kingdom.“ 

The Province of Algarva, contains the Towns 
of Faro, Lagos, Caſtro, Marin, Tavila, Silves, 
Villa Nova de Portimao, Albor and Sagrez. 

Faro 
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Faro is a conſiderable Port Town, ſtrong and 
fituated upon the Ocean, in a Bay between Cape 
St. Vincent and the Mouth of the Guadiana. It 
is defended by a Caſtle, and ſeveral other Works. 
It contains about 2000 Inhabitants, moſt of whom 
employ themſelves in fiſhing. 

Lagos ſtands on a noble Bay in the Ocean, 
about 15 Miles from Cape St. Vincent to the Eaſt- 
ward. There are here about 2000 Inhabitants, 
moſtly, alſo, employed in the Fiſhery, 

The Iſlands of the Azores, Tercera, or the Weſtern 
Iſlands, which are ſubje& to the Por!/ugueſe, are 
in Number nine, lying between the 36 and 
40"* Degrees of Latitude, and between the 234 
and 32“ Degrees of Weſtern Longitude, 300 
Leagues Weſtward of Portugal. They are, St. Mi- 
chacl's, St. Mary's, Tercera, Gratioſa, St. George's, 
Pico, Fayal. Flores and Corvo, They produce 
Plenty of Corn, Fruits, Cattle, Fiſh and Fowl, 
and a thin Sort of Wine. Tercera has a tolerable 
good Harbour, and 1s the Seat of the Governor ; 
its chief Town Angra. 

The Madeiras lie in 16* of Weſt Longitude and 
between 32* and 337 of North Latitude, in the At- 
lantick Ocean, 300 Miles North of the Canary 
Iſlands. The largeſt, called Madeira, is about 120 
Miles in Circumference, and produces prodigious 
Quantities of a well known and excellent Wine, 
which keeps beſt in the hotteſt Weather, and hot- 
teſt Climates. The other Iſlands are very ſmall, 
and produce little Wine. They were planted by 
the Portugueſe in 142 5. 

The Portugueſe have numerous Settlements in 
Afia, even from the Cape of Good Hope to China, 
the principal whereof is Goa, the Seat of their 
Viceroy of the Indies. Goa is a great, ſtrong City 
and Sea Port, ſituated in an Iſland eight Miles 
from the Mouth of the River Mandona, in the 

King- 
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Kingdom of Decan, on the Malabar Coaft. It 1 
has ſeveral Times defended itſelf againſt the Dutch ! 
and the Natives. 

In Africa the Portugueſe have ſeveral Facto- 
ries, and they are Sovereigns of the Cape Verd | 
Iſlands; &c. 1 

In America, the Portugueſe poſſeſs that extenſive 
maritime Country called Brazil, which extends from 
the River Amazon, under the Equator, to the River 
La Plata, in 35 Degrees South Latitude, being 
upwards of 3000 Miles long, from North to 
South, but not above 200 Miles wide, From this 1 
q Country the King of Portugal receives the greateſt : 

Part of 'his Revenue, the Produce of its Mines 

being immenſe. 

Portugal is an abſolute Monarchy, and the Crown 
1s hereditary ; the Cortes, or three Eſtates have 
long ago. bartered their Share in the Legiſlature, 
or been forcibly robbed of it. A Female (it is a 
Maxim) cannot transfer the Succeſſion to a foreign 

Prince by Marriage. The Titles of the King of Por- 
ö tugal are, King of Portugal and the Algarves; Lord of 
Guinea, and of the Navigation, Conqueſt and Commerce 
of Ethiopia, Arabia, Perſia, India, Brazil, &c. And 
in the Year 1748, the Pope added to his Titles, that 
of Moſt Faithful Majeſty. The Laws are contained 
in three Volumes in Duodecimo, formed principal- 
ly upon the Civil Law and Cuſtom immemorial. 

The King of Portugal, as to his Strength and 

'K Importance, may be ſaid to be the weakeſt of all 

the maritime Powers at Sea; nor are his Land 

Forces either very numerous or very well diſci- 
Plined : So that, was it not for his being a great 

Factor, as it were, for the reſt of Europe, Por- 

* A2vgal would long ſince have been ſwallowed up 
by its more potent Neighbour the Spaniard. : 

The annual Revenues of the Crown are computed 
at 3 Millions Sterling, ſince the Diſcovery of the rich 
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Brazil Mines, The Duties on Goods which are very 
high, are farmed out every three Years. The Duty 
on Snuff alone, amounts to 50000 Crowns a Year. 
the King has a conſiderable Duty from every 
Order of Knights, of which he is Grand Maſter, 
and he has conſiderable Sums for certain-Bulls, by 
tne Pope's Permiſſion. The Burden: of Taxes 
very moderately affects the Nobility. 


The Portugueſe export Red and White Port 
Wines, Oranges, Lemons, Citrons, and various 


other Fruits, Salt, &c. all their own Produce. 


They alfo export the Produce of their Settlements 
in Europe, Aſia, Africa, and America; of which 
thoſe of Brazil are the moſt conſiderdble, vix. 
Sug gar, Tobacco, Rum, Cotton, Indigo, Hides, 
Train-Oil, Dying- Woods, Drugs, and amazing 
Treaſures of Gold, Silver, and Diamonds. By 
this means, though the weakeſt, they may be ſaid 
to be the richeſt People i in the World; yet as they 
have few Manufactures, they import all or moſt 
of their Cloathing, Furniture, Sc. which occa- 
fions the Balance of Trade to be much in the Fa- 
vour of the Nations that chiefly trade to Portugal. 
In ſhort, like their Neighbours the Spaniards, they 
are rich, but proud, ignorant and indolent, and 
thence are abject Slaves at home, and abſolutely 
obliged, for their very Exiſtence, to their Weak- 


neſs, and the Benefits other Countries reap 'from 
Weir Riches and their Vices. 


The Golden Coins of Portugal are, 


Rh a. 

The Moeda, or Moidore, value — 0 13 6 

The Double Moeda  — — — 1 7 © 

Johannes's — — — — 3 12 © 
Half” Quarter Pieces, &c. in Pfpportion. | 

Silver 
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Silver Coins. 


L at 
The Cruſado, or Silver Ducat — o 2 10 


FThe-Patack, or Patagon'” — , — o 3 4 

Accounts are kept in Reas, an imaginary Coin, 
1000 Reas make one Milrea, A Cruſado of Sil- 
ver is 480 Reas. 


The Religion profeſſed in Portugal, is that of 
the Romiſh Church, and it is practiſed no where 
with ſuch Groſſneſs of Ignorance and Superſtition, 
as in this Kingdom: Inſomuch that Morality is 
entirely ſubſervient to the Dictates and Decrees 
of the Church, and a falſe Devotion and implicit 
Faith ſupply the Place of Chriſtianity, Humanity, 
and even of common Honeſty. To ſee a Set of 
People reſort ſeven or eight Times a Day to their 
Churches and Chapels; wearing an Image of the 
bleſſed Virgin, and tormenting and afflifting them- 
ſelves with Faſts and Penances; in the holy Week 
before Eaſter, ſome faſtening themſelves to Croſſes, 
in their Shirts, with extended Arms, in Imitation 
of our Saviour; others walking over Rocks and 
Mountains, to ſome diſtant Shrine, barefooted, to 
perform their Devotions ; eating nothing in Lent, 
but the Entrails of Beaſts, where Fiſh 1s not to 
be got, and alſo every Wedneſday and Friday : 
Who would not, I ſay, expect that People fo 
humble, ſo devout, ſo contrite, were generally 
to be found in the Practice of every chriſtian 
Virtue. Inſtead of which, no where in the World, 
can there be diſcovered ſuch an univerſal De- 
pravity of Manners, ſuch a Want of every 
worthy Principle that ſhould adorn the human 
Soul. This, as evident a Proof as any that can 
be produced, that the Romiſh Superſtition 1s the 
grand Corruption of that pure and undefiled Re- 
C 2 ligion, 
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ligion, which breaths nothing but Peace and 
Good- Will towards all Mankind, and inſpires the 
moſt exalted private Virtue and publick Bene- 
volence. 

At the holy Seaſon, you walk no where in 
the Streets, but you find Prieſts and Friars en- 
deavouring to excite the Paſſions of their Audi- 
tors, by Images and Repreſentations ſuited to 
their groſs Imaginations. He who can make them 
weep faſteſt, is applauded as the beſt Preacher, 
and there 1s not the leaſt Application made to 
their Reaſon or Underſtanding. 

Solemn Proceſſions are frequent among them 
but the moſt conſiderable is that on Good-PFriday, 
+ When,” ſays Salmon, all the Religious Orders 
attend with the Members of the ſeveral Tri- 
bunals, Councils, and Companies of Tradeſmen 
in their Cities, and even the King himſelf ſome- 
times, attended by all his Court, with Wax- 
Torches in their Hands. The Nobility, and Per- 
ſons of Diſtinction, are followed by their Servants 
with lighted Flambeaux ; every thing has a 
mournful Air; the King's Guards have their 
Arms and Drums covered with Black, and beat 
a dead March, as at the Funeral of ſome General ; 
Trumpets and other muſical Inſtruments ſound 
diſmally, and all the Colours and Croſſes are co- 
vered with black Crape ; Machines and Pageants 
are erected, whereon all the Parts of our Sa- 
viour's Paſhon are repreſented : True Penitents, in 
theſe Proceſſions, laſh and cut themſelves unmer- 
cifully, hoping to take Heaven by this holy Vio- 
lence on themſelves; while others, it is ſaid, are 
no leſs ſevere on their naked Bodies, to ſhew their 
Paſſion for their Miſtreſſes, all the Ladies in the 
Place ſtanding in the Balconies to ſee the Pro- 


Univerſal Traveller, Vol. II. p. 319. 
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ceſſion : But this is ſuch a Piece of Gallantry as I 
believe was ſcarce ever: heard of in a Proteſtant 
Country. There are other Penitents who drag hea- 
vy Croſſes after them, and perform other grievous 
Penances, and theſe People of Quality maſked, 
and attended by their Servants likewiſe maſked, 
who ſupport and aſſiſt them in their dolorous Paſ- 
ſage ; for ſome, it is ſaid, have loft their Lives 
by over- acting their Parts. Nor is it uncommon 
to begin theſe Exerciſes a Fortnight or three 
Weeks before Eaſter, and continue them eve 

Wedneſday and Friday, at leaſt, till that Feſtival. 
The Ladies of _— will be offended if the 
Men ſeem to favour themſelves, and do not ob- 
ſerve the Blood follow the Whip: For the Devo- 
tion of theſe Gentlemen, whether it be directed 
to Heaven, or their Miſtreſſes, is ſuppoſed to be 
proportionable to the Wounds and Laſhes they re- 
ceive from their own Hands. Theſe are the Ex- 
erciſes of the devout Spaniards and Portugueſe on 
Days of Faſting and Humiliation ; but on great 
Feſtivals, and rejoicing Days, the Scene is very 
different ; for then they expoſe the richeſt Shrines, 
and all the Treaſures of their Churches to pub- 
lick View: They are dreſt in their beſt Habits, 
and their People play upon muſical Inſtruments, 
and dance in the Proceſſions, and before their I- 
mages, but here alſo in the hotteſt Weather, when 
the Sun ſhines out in its full Brightneſs, they car- 
ry lighted Torches in their Hands, which toge- 
ther with the Sun Beams over their Heads, almoſt 
melt the ſuperſtitious Crowd. The Balconies and 
Windows are hung with Tapeſtry, &c. and the 
Ladies, dreſſed in their richeſt Cloathes and 
Jewels, are permitted to ſtand and fee the Pro- 
ceſſion, without a Latice before them; and up- 
on theſe Occaſions it 1s, that the young Inamo- 
ratoes of both Sexes have an Opportunity of 
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ſhewing themſelves, and diſcovering their Pa. 
ſion to the greateſt Advantage; for as has been 
intimated already, Venus and Cupid, in theſe hot 
Countries, ſeem, to have as many Adorers as any- 

Saint among them, many of them frequenting 

their Churches and Proceſſions chiefly to have an 
Opportunity of carrying on their Amours. 

The King by a Grant of the Pope, nominates to 

all Archbiſhopricks and Biſhopricks, there being 

three of the former, viz. Thoſe of Liſbon, Braga, and 
Ebora, and ten of the latter in Portugal. The In- 
quiſition that well known, that Diabolical, un- 
chriſtian Inſtitution reigns here with almoſt uncon- 
troulable Authority, and prevents the Portugueſe 
from becoming either better or wiſer. No Sub- 
ject is exempted from the Juriſdiction of this cruel 
Tribunal, and the Methods of Caption by, and 
their after Proceedings, are directly calculated to 
overcome all Senſe of Conſcience, Honouror Gene- 
rolity ; and, in the Burning of a profeſs'd Here- 
tick, ſo much Cruelty, ſuch inhuman Torture is 
practiſed, as mult for ever raiſe Deteſtation, in the 
Minds of all ſuch as have the leaſt Tincture of 
Tenderneſs for their Fellow-Creatures. The Uni- 
| verſities in Portugal are three, viz. Liſhon, Ebora 
4 and Coimbra: There is a Patriarch at Liſbon, ſupe- 
rior to the Archbiſhops and Biſhops. 

4 Before | enter upon the Portugueſe Hiſtory, I 
ſhall give my Readers, a Chronological Table of 
their Kings. 


Kings of Portugal. 


| x. Alpbonſus, or Alonſo, 5. Alphonſus Ill. 1260 
np began 0 Reign 6. Dionyſus 1279 
1170 A, Alphonſus IV. 1325 


| 2. Sancho 1183 8. Peter 1357 
3. Alphonſus II. 1212 9. Ferdinand 1368 
1 4. Sancho II. 1223 10. John 1285 


14 11. Edward 


mn 
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11. Edward" 1433 19. Philip II. of Parti: 
12. Alphonſus V. 1438 gal 1398 
13. Jobn II. 1481 20. Plau III. 1 
14. Emanuel . 1495 21. Jab IV. 1640 
15. Jobn III. 1521 22. Alphonſus VI. 1656 
16. Sebaſtian 1357 23. Pedro, or Peter II. 


17. Henry 1578 | 1683 
18. Philip II. of Spain 24. Fobn V. 1706 
1380 25. Jaſepb HE 1750 


The preſent Royal Family of Portugal, ate, 
Don Joſeph, of Braganza, King of Portugal, Son 
of Jobn V. Who was born on the 6th of June, 
1714. On January 9, 1728-9, he was married 
to Mary Anne Victoria, Infanta of Spain. This 
Princeſs had been Married before, at four [Years 
of Age, to tlie pre ſent King of France; but to the 
great Mortification of Spaniſb Pride, ſent Home 
again by the then Regent, the Duke of Origaut. 


They have the following Iſſue. 1 ag 
Donna Maria, Princeſs of Beira, born Dec. 17, 
1734. 17 791 09 1 


Donna Maria Anna, born ©.-8, 1736. £1 
Donna Maria Franciſca, born Dec. 21, 1139/9 
Donna Maria Pranciſca Benedittina, born Joy ” 
3246. 
Don Pedro, the King's Brother, was torn: For 
n 
: Don Antonio, Uncle to the King, was born Mar. 
13, 1694. 
Don r another Uncle, was ious ug 
3 1697. 1x3 ons 
155 Pormgal being once a Shoviads of Spain, ite 
Hiſtory is. blended with that of Spain, till it was 
recovered ftom the Moors by Alonſo VI. King oi 
Leon and Caſtile, in 1093. Prince Henty à younger 
Son of - Robert Duke of Burgundy, amongſt Tae 
noble Volunteers, aſſiſted him in the ben f 
thoſe 
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thoſe Infidels, and was rewarded by Alonſo with 
his natural Daughter Thereſa, for a Wife ; who 
alſo created him Earl of Portugal, or rather of its 
northern Provinces, then ſubdued, with a Grant of 
of 'the. reſt as ſoon as they ſhould be recovered 
from the Moors. Henry was ſucceeded by his Son 
Alphonſo, who ſubdued the ſouthern  Provin- 
ces and aſſumed the Title of King of Poriugal. 
Alphonſo III. who came to the Crown in 1223, 
married the natural Daughter of Alphonſo X. King 
of Caſtile, and had with her the Province of A.- 
garve, as her Dower. This Race of Kings expir- 
ed in the Perſon of Peter, whoſe: natural Son Fobn 
was elected to the Throne, in 1385. Fohn IL pro- 


jected the Diſcovery of a Way to the Eaft-Indies 


round 'the Cape of Good. Hope, and the Caſtle of 
Del Mina was built by his Orders, to ſecure the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Coaſt of Guinea. He was ſucceeded 
by his Coufin Emanuel, in 1495. It was in this 
Reign, the moſt glorious of the Portugueſe Annals, 
that their Fleets arrived firſt in India, and ſup- 
plied this Part of the World with the Riches and 
rare Commodities of that Country, which before 
this Time were brought to Europe by the Ve- 


netiaus, Cenocſe, Piſant, and others in the Me- 


diterranean, by the way of Egypt and the Le- 
vant. In his Time, Brazil, in South America was 
planted, as well as the Eaſt Coaſt of Africa, and 
the Treaſures that thence flowed into the King- 
dom, made his Reign rhe Golden Ape of Portugal. 
He was ſucceeded by his Son Jobn III. in 1521, 
who extended the Portugueſe Conqueſts and Set- 
tlements in A/ia, Africa, and America, and ſent 
Numbers of Miſſionaries out, to China, India, A- 


frica and the Brazils, to propagate the Chriſtian 


(Remiſb). Religion. He reſtored: Learning, Arts 
and Sciences at Home, and in every thing ap- 
proved himſelf a worthy Succeflor-of his illuſtri- 

ous 
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ous Father. John died in 14557, and was ſucs 
ceeded byi his Grandſon, Don Scbaftizn; then on- 
ly three Years of Age, his Uncle, Cardinal Hen-— 
ry taking upon him the Adminiſtration during his 
Minority. Sebaſtian. was but juſt come of Age, 
when he was ſued to by Muley Mahomet, King of 
Morocco, for his Aid againſt Muley Moloc his Ne- 
phew, who after depoſing him, had uſurped his j 
Throne. Sebaſtian, whoſe Mind was of the moſt | 
heroick Caſt, immediately aſſembled an Army, 
and, attended by great Numbers of his Nobility, 
all emulous of Glory, and paſſing over to 4- 
frica, joined Muley Mabomet his Ally. They, for 
ſome Time, delayed trying the Fortune of a ge- 
neral Engagement, and kept, ſtrongly inrenched, 
near the Sea Shore; but Muley Moloc, who was 
a {ſkilful General, at length, by ſeeming to retire, 
and to be fearful of the Conſequences of a Battle, 
drew Sebaſtian further up the Country, who followed x 
the wiley, retreating Enemy with all the Confidence 1 
of gaining a Victory, and terminating, by one Blow, 'F 
a War he had engaged in with fo much Impru- 
dence, yet Generoſity and Bravery. Sebaſtian at the 
Head of 13,000 Portugueſe, was ſoon attacked by 
40,000 Horſe and ſome few Infantry, with which 
Muley Moloc endeavoured to hem him in, on all 
Sides. At the Beginning of this Engagement, the 9 
Portugueſe Infantry defeated the Mooriſh Foot; | 1 
but the Mooriſh Horſe were not to be broken, 1 
notwithſtanding the Efforts of Sebaſtian and the 4 
Bravery of his little Army. In ſhort, hemmed 2 
in by this veteran Cavalry on every Side, the 1 
Portugueſe Cavalry was driven back on their In- vx 
fantry, whom they trampled under Feer, and 1 
ſpread every where Diſorder, Fear, and Confuſion. 
The Infidels fell in upon them Sword in hand, 
and made a dreadful Carnage. The imprudent 
Sebaſtian was ſlain, but it is not certain whether he 
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was killed in the Fight, or the Purſuit. Muley 
Moloc, died alſo, in the Beginning of the En- 
gagement of a violent Fever, that had before 
exhauſted his Strengh without abating his Cou— 
rage, and his Rival Muley Mahomet croſſing a 
River, in his Flight, was drowned. The Flower 
of the Portugueſe Nobility accompanied their 
Monarch in his Death, and a Day ſo memorably 
unfortunate, will ſcarce ever be forgotten by that 
Nation. 

Cardinal Henry, Uncle to Sebaſtian, ſucceeded 
him, being the laſt Male of his Family. He was 
upwards of ſixty Years of Age, a Prieſt and very 
infirm ; ſo that his Death being an Event very 
probably not far off, his whole Reign was troubled 
with the Cabals of the ſeveral Pretenders to the 
Crown, amongſt whom the two principal were 
Philip II. of Spain, and Cathcrine of Portugal, the 
Wife of Don James, Duke of Braganza. Philip 
was Son to the Infanta Iſabella, who was the eldeſt 
Daughter of King Emanuel, and when his being 
a Foreigner was "objeted, he denied the Fact, 
becauſe Portugal and Caſtile had often been un- 
der one Sovereign. The Dutcheſs of Bragan- 
za's Title, however, was much clearer; ſhe was 
Daughter of Edward, the ſecond Son of the ſame 
King Emanuel, and therefore had an undoubted 
Right to ſucceed before the Son of Edward's Siſter. 
Henry reigned but ſeventeen Months, and Philip 
willing to decide the Queſtion of the Succeſſion, 
by a readier Way than a tedious Diſcuſſion of 
his Claim, ſent the Duke of Alva, at the Head 
of a conſiderable Army, who ſoon overran the 
Kingdom, and reduced it to the Obedience of 
Philip, meeting with very little Reſiſtance, ſo di- 
vided were the Portugueſe, except from Anthony, 
the Grand Prior, natural Son of King Fobn, whom 
the common People had ſet up as King. He 
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was defeated in two Battles, which fixed the Do- 
minion of Philip, upon a firm Baſis. His Son 
Philip III. and his Grandſon Philip IV. ſucceſſive- 
ly became, after him, Tyrants of Portuga! : For 
that poor Kingdom was, by all the three Spa- 
niſo Monarchs, treated, in every Reſpect, like a 
conquered Country, and a Province of Spain. All 
Generoſity of Spirit; all Senſe of Freedom, 
ſeemed to be extinct in the harraſſed Portugueſe ; 
the Nobles were afraid of diſplaying their Gran- 
deur or Riches, for fear of exciting the Jealouſy 
and Avarice of the Spaniſh Miniſtry ; the Gentry 
immured themſelves at their Country Houſes, and 
the People in general groaned under the Load of 
enormous Taxes, Olivarex, firſt Miniſter of Phi- 
lip IV. removed the Nobility from all Places of 
Truft, by which, and by impoveriſhing the Peo- 
ple, and ſending the Youth abroad into foreign 
Wars, he made no doubt he ſhould ſecure the 
Kingdom of Portugal to Spain, ſo firmly, that it 
would never attempt to revolt, But carrying his 
Oppreſſions to an intolerable Height, depreſſed as 
the 1 were, they found Means to free 
themſelves from their worſe than Egyptian Bon- 
dage. The Spamards, very fortunately for their 
Vaſſals, were, about this Time, weakened by a 
long War with France, and the Catalan Revolt. 
All Eyes were fixed upon Don John, Duke of 
Braganza, the next in Blood to their former 
Princes; and though he himſelf was not over am- 
bitious, and beſide was a timid and wary Prince, 
his Elevation to the Throne, and the Expulſion 
of the Spaniards were brought about with great 
Facility, by the Skill and Addreſs of his Friends. 
It was in the Year 1640, when Margaret of Sa- 
voy, Dutcheſs of Mantua was in Portugal, with the 
Title of Vice-Queen ; but when Vaſconcellos, a 
Portugueſe in the Spaniſh Intereſt, and a _— 
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of Olivarez, being Secretary of State, ruled, in her 
Name, with unc controlled Authority, and made 
the Yoke of Bondage ſtill more ſeverely felt by 
his Countrymen, from the unnatural Hand, that 
inflicted their Miſeries: It was in this memora- 
ble Year, I ſay, that ſome new Impoiis being laid 
upon the Inhabitants of Evora, they role in a 
tumultuous Manner, driven by meer Deſpair, ex- 


claimed aga! inſt the Spaniſ Government, and 


declared they would die to procure the Throne for 
their beloved Duke of Braganza. This greatly 
alarmed the Spaniſ, Miniſtry, who now began to 
ſee their Error, in ſuffering a Prince of his Pre- 
tenſions to live in the Heart of a Country which 
had been fo lately conquered. Olivaree, therefore, 
practiſed every Art to perſuade and lay him un- 
der a Neceſſity to repair to Madrid, by propoſing 


ſeveral Advantages and Honours for him, and 


even remitting Money to bear his Expences, when 
the cautious Duke, amongſt other Excults, urged, 
his Inability to take that Journey, in a Manner 
befitting his Rank, from the Scantineſs of his 
Finances. But before we proceed farther, it may 
not be amiſs, from Vertot, to give the Character 
of this Prince, who ſeemed deſigned by Provi- 
dence to reſtore the Bleſſings of Liberty to his 
Country. His Humour,” ſays he, © was agree- 
able, and the chief thing he conſulted was his 
Eaſe. He was a Man rather of ſound Senſe 
than of quick Wit. He could eaſily make him- 
ſelf Maſter of any Buſineſs to which he applied 
his Mind; but then he never cared much for 
the Trouble of it. Don Theoadefius, his Father, 
was of a ner) and paſſionate Temper, and had 
infuſed into his Son' s Mind an hereditary Aver- 
ſion to the Spaniards, who had uſurped a Crown 
that of Right belong'd to him; to ſwell his Mind 
Fith the Ambition "of repoſſeſſing himſelf of a 
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Throne, which his Anceſtors had been unjuſtly 

deprived of; and to fill his Soul with al = 
Courage that would be neceſſary for the carrying 
on of fo great a Deſign ; he imbibed as much of 
his Father's Sentiments as were conſiſtent with 
ſo mild and eaſy a Temper. He contented him- 
ſelf wiih the diſtant Proſpe& of a Crown, nor 
would for an Uncertainty venture the Quiet of 
his Life, and a Fortune which was already great- 
er than was well conſiſtent with the Condition of 
a Subject. Had he been preciſely what his Fa- 
ther "iſhed him, he had never been fit for the 
great Deſign ; for Olivarez had him obſerved ſo 
ſtrictly, that had his eaſy Manner of living, proceed- 
ed from any Thing but natural Inclination, it had 
certainly been diſcovered, and the Diſcovery had 
proved fatal both to his Life and Fortune. Had 
he been the moſt refined Politican, he could never 
have lived in a manner leſs capable of giving Suſ- 


picion. His Birth, his Riches, his Title to the 
Crown, were not criminal in themſelves, but be- 


came ſo by the Law of Policy. He therefore 
choſe this Way of Living, prompted as well by 
Nature as by Reaſon, It would have been a 
Crime to be formidable, he muſt, therefore, take 
Care not to appear ſo. At his Seat, nothing but 
Hunting and other rural Diverſions were thought 


of, The Brightneſs of his Parts could not make 


the Spantards "apprehend any bold Undertaking ; 
but the Solidity of his Underſtanding made the 


Portugueſe promiſe themſelves the Enjoyment of 


mild and eaſy King, provided he could be raiſed 
to the Throne,” 

Olivarez, more and more alarmed at the Duke's 
repeated Excuſes, began, in reality, to think he 
was conſulting Meaſures detrimental to his Ma- 
ſter's Inteteſt; but knowing the Love the Por- 
;ugncſ; bore him, would not uſe Force, to bring 

him 


(30) 
him to Madrid, contenting himſelf with a poli- 
tick Scheme which he did not doubt would anſwer 
his Purpoſe. 

The: French Fleet had been ſeen off the Coaſt of 
Portugal; he therefore, pretending *twas neceſſary 
to have Troops on Foot to oppoſe their attempts, 
fent the Duke a Commiſſion of General, with 
unlimited Authority over the Towns, Garriſons 
and Maritime Forces, and in ſhort, with an Air 
of the utmoſt Confidence, ſeem'd to have put all 
Portugal under his Command. This was intended 
to Intoxicate the Duke, and to Jull him aſleep. 
Mean time, he gave private Orders to the Spaniſb 
Admiral, that when the Duke ſhould viſit any of 
the Ports, he ſhould put in, as if driven by ſtreſs 
of Weather, invite him on Board, and then et 
fail, and bring him directly into Spain. This fine 
ſpun contrivance, however prov'd abortive, by 
the Shipwreck of part of the Fleet, and the diſ- 
perſion of the reſt, ſo that they never made the 
Coaſt of Portugal. Olivareʒ not diſcourag'd, 
beſtow'd new marks of Confidence on him, order- 
ing him to viſit all the Fortreſſes in the Kingdom, 
and to report the State of them, and remitted 
him a large Sum to defray the Expences of his 
Tour. He ſent, at the ſame Time, orders to the 
Governors of thoſe Places, that upon any fa- 
vourable Opportunity they ſhould ſecure the 
Duke's Perſon, and forthwith convey him into 
Spain. The Duke, from this great Confidence 
repoſed in him, very naturally ſuſpected ſome 
Treachery was intended, and therefore wrote 
Letters full of Acknowledgement to Olivarez; 
put his Friends into all vacant Places of Truſt, 
employ'd part of the Spaniſh Money in gaining 
new Creatures, and never viſited any Fort without 


ſuch acrowd of Attenda ants, as made it impoſſible for 
the 


„ 

the Governors to execute their Orders; and, in ſhort, 
began now to pave the Way for aſcending the 
Throne. He did every thing to Ingratiate him- 
ſelf with the People and the Army. Pinto Ri- 
beiro Comptroller of his Houſhold, an artful, dili- 
gent and watchful Man, and form'd by Nature 
for great Deſigns, became the principal Agent 
in the now projecting Revolution: He manag'd 
ſo cunningly, with all ſuch as were diſaffected to 
the preſent Government, that, without bringing his 
Maſter's Name in queſtion, and ſeeming to do and 
ſay every thing as from himſelf, the good Friend 
of Portugal and the Patriot, he work'd ſo upon 
all Ranks, that he ſoon brought a ſufficient 
number of able hands into a Conſpiracy to raiſe 
the Duke to the Throne. Amongſt theſe were 
the Archbiſhop of Liſbon, Don Miguel d' Almeida, 
Don Antonio d Almeida, Don Lewis his Son, Don 
Lewis d' Acugna, Mello Lord Ranger, Don George, 
his Brother, Pedro Mendoza, Don Roderigo de Saa, 
and many other Noble Perfonages, who mourn'd 
over the Calamities of their Country. 

Three of theſe Worthy Portugueſe were deputed 
to offer the Duke the Throne, and they — 
to him all the Reaſons in favour of their Deſign, 
and the facility with which it might be put in 
Execution. He heſitated but, at length, anſwered 
them in a manner neither to leſſen or encreaſe their 
Hopes. The Deputies, by the Duke's manner of 
Speech and Behaviour, found he would not en- 
gage in their Plot, without a certain proſpect of its 
ſucceeding, and that he would only give his con- 
ſent to the Execution thereof, whenever it ſhould 
be ripe for it. In this Criſis of Affairs, the Duke 
conſulted his Wife, a Princeſs of great Spirit, of 


the Family of Medina Sidonia, whole advice de- 


termined him. * She aſk'd him,” ſays Vertot, 
„Whether, in caſe the Portugueſe accepting his 
denial 
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denial of the Crown, ſhould reſolve to make them- 
ſelves a Republick, he would ſide with them, of 
with the King of Spain? He reply'd, undoubtedly 
with his Countrymen, for whoſe Liberty he would 
willingly venture his Life. And why can you 
not do for your own ſake, anſwered She; what 
you would do. as a Member of the Common- 
wealth“? After this She urged his undoubted 
Right to the Crown; that Portugal was reduced to 
ſo miſerable a State by the (aſtilians, that it was 
inconſiſtent with the Honour of a Man of his 
Quality, to be an idle Looker on; that his Children 
would reproach, and their Poſterity curſe his Me- 
mory, for neglecting ſo fair an Opportunity of 
reſtoring them, what was ſo much in Juſtice 
theirs.” A freſh Order from Olivareꝝ to the 
Duke commanding him to Court, to give a ver- 
bal Account to the King, of the State of the 
Forts, Garriſons, T&c. flung the Duke intirely 
into the hands of the Conſpirators. After vari- 
ous Plans had been debated between them, and 
after much Wavering and Irreſolution on the 
Duke's Side, who was, over and over again, con- 
firmed in their Deſigns, by the Dutcheſs and 
Pinto, the Conſpirators fixed upon Saturday, Dec. 1, 
1640. for the important Day when they were to 
put a Period to the Slavery of their Country, 
Muſtering their Forces, they found they could 
depend upon 150 Gentlemen (Heads of Families) 
with their Servants and Tenants, and about 200 
ſubſtantial Citizens, who could bring with them 
a conſiderable Number of inferior Workmen. 

Mean time Olivarez diſpatched ſtill more poſitive 
Orders to the Duke of Bragarza, to come immedi- 
ately ro Madrid, and he remitted him a Bill upon 
the royal Treaſury for 10,000 Ducats, that he might 
have no Excuſe for a further Delay. This con- 


vinced the Duke no Time was to be loſt. 
4 Whilſt 


, 

Whilſt every thing was thus prepared, the 
whole Plot was like to have been diſcovered, by 
imparting it to two lukewarm Friends, by D' Al- 1 
maida (who finding the Nobleman he had made 1 
his Confident, irreſolute and likely to betray him, 1 
kept him in Sight till the Affair was over) and 4 
Don George Mello, who imparting the Affair 1 
to a Relation in whoſe Houſe he lodged, per- 1 
ceived he had (after he left him) ordered his 8 
Horſes, and was going to mount for Liſbon; up- 4 
on which he compelled him, with his Sword at his 4 
Breaſt, to deſiſt, and return into the Houſe, and would - bY 
not loſe Sight of him, till he carried him to the ge- 
neral Rendezvous. Many other Occurrences con- 
tributed to keep up the Terror and Apprehenſion 
of the Conſpirators, till the Moment the Plot was 
to be executed, and were near putting an End to 
the glorious Deſign: So true is what the Poet 
ſays, 


The Birth of Plots, and their laſt fatal Periods ! 
O! *tis a dreadful Interval of Time! 

FilPd up with Horror all, and big with Death ! 
Deſtruction hangs on ev'ry Word we ſpeak, 

On ev'ry Thought, 1ill the concluding Stroke 
Determines all, and cloſes our Deſign. 


?f 

d 
O think! what anxious Moments paſs between | 

| 

4 


Betimes in the Morning, the Conſpirators were 3 
furniſhed with Arms, and, what was amazing, 
amongſt ſuch Numbers of People of different | 

Ranks and Stations, not one forfeited his Word ; 
| but all were punctual at the Rendezvous. Being ar- 
rived near the Palace, when the Clock ſtruck Eight, 
| a Piſtol, the appointed Signal, was fired by Pinto. 
| One Party fell immediately upon the German Guard 
and cut them in Pieces; another defeated and 
diſarmed the Spaniſh Guard, at a Place before the 

E Palace 
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Palace, called the Fort. Pinto, with a third Party 
forced into Yaſconcellos's Apartment, and found 
him hid under a Heap of Papers, in a Preſs. 
Don Roderigo de Saa ſhot him through the Head, 
ſeveral others of the Conſpirators ſtabbed him, 
and then threw him out of the Window, cry- 
ing, Liberty! liberty! The Tyrant is dead! Long 
live Don Jobn, King of Portugal! The Mob ſhout- 
ed, and mangled the Body by a thouſand indig- 
nities, every one being willing to ſhew his hatred 
of this inſtrument of Oppreſſion. The fourth Party 
feized the Vice-Queen and made her a Priſoner, 
crying out, Long live Don John, King of Portugal! 
Thereſt of the Spaniards in the Palace, alſo, were all 
ſoon ſecured, as well as the Sea Officers (who were 
on Shore) and whoſe Ships lay in the Harbour. 
Thofe who were releaſed from Priſon, where they 
had been confined by the Spaniſh Miniſters, 
form'd a ſtrong and reſolute Body, in behalf of 
the Conſpiracy, They ſoon forc'd the Vice- 
Queen, to ſend an Order for the delivery of the 
Citadel, which the puſillanimous Governor imme- 
diately obeyed. Afterwards they took the three 
Spaniſh Galleons in the Harbour, and, in fine, the 
Duke of Braganza made his Publick Entry into 
Liſbon, amidſt the joyful acclamations of all 
Ranks of People, and the whole Kingdom ſoon 
after declared in his Favour, driving the Caſti- 
lians out of their Confines, and proclaiming the 
Duke of Braganza ; ſo that in leſs than a Fort- 
night, except thoſe in Cuftody, not a Spaniard 
was left in the Kingdom. 

On Dec. 15, his Majeſty was Crowned, and the 
Grandees and Clergy took the Oath of Allei- 
gance to him. 'The Portugueſe of the Indies, 
Africa and Brazil, ſoon followed the example of 
their Mother Country, and revolted from the Spa- 
niards, And thus this mighty Revolution was 


effected, 


N 
effected, and Fohn IV. ſeated on the Throne of 
kis Anceſtors ; and tho? it was near a Year in pro- 
jecting, and the Secret moſt of that Time, in the 
Hands of above 200 Perſons, it was never 


known to the Court of Spain, *till twas too late 


to prevent the Execution of it. King 7obn ſup- 
= all Plots and Conſpiracies form'd againſt 
im, and ſupported himſelf on the Throne, a- 
gainſt all the Power of Spain. He reign'd ſixteen 
Years, being eſteemed a good Prince, and an en- 
courager of Learning. He left two Sons behind 
him, and a Daughter, the Infanta Catherine, after- 
wards married to Charles II. King of Great Britain, 
Alphonſo VI. reigned under the guardianſhip 
of his Mother, for ſome Years, by whoſe wiſe 
Councils, the Portugueſe were ſucceſsful againſt 
the Spaniards, who, at laſt, made Peace with them 
and renounced all Claim to Portugal. Alphonſo 
a Prince of baſe Manners, took the Reins of Go- 
vernment by Force from the Queen Mother, who, 
grieved at his Conduct, retired into a Cloifter, 
where ſhe died, deploring that, after contribut- 
ing to raiſe the Fortune of her Family, it ſhould 
be ſubjected to ſo unworthy a Repreſentative. 
The baſe Conduct, and repeated diſorderly Ac- 
tions of Alphonſo, at length occaſioned his being 
depoſed by an aſſembly of the States, and he 
was baniſhed to the Iflands of Tercera, in 1668. 
Some time after he was brought back to Portugal 
and died in the Caſtle of Cintra, on Dec. 12, 
i683. After his Death his Brother Don Pedro, 
or Peter II. was proclaimed King, having been 
Regent of the Kingdom, from the Time of his 
Brother's depoſition. He married the Princeſs of 
Nemours, of the Houſe of Savoy, who had been 
his Brother Alpbonſo's Queen, but had obtained a 
Divorce on Account of his Impotence and ill 
Uſage. Pedro was a Prince of many Virtues, and 


E 2 con- 
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contributed greatly to the Happineſs of his People: 
His Conduct, in general, tended towards preſerving 
Peace at Home, and, when he became a Party in 
the War kindled on Account of the Spaniſh. Suc- 
ceſſion, he purſued his own and his People's Inte- 
reſt, and performed his Engagements no further 
than ſuited with their Convenience, and his own 
Views. He died Dec. 11, 1706, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by his eldeſt Son Don Jobn V. who pur- 
ſued the ſame Meaſures with his Father. The 
Hiſtory of Portugal ſince the Peace of Utrecht, af- 
fords nothing very material, and the Tranſactions 
from thence are within the Compaſs of moſt Peo- 
ple's Knowledge and Remembrance. Since his 
preſent moſt faithful Majeſty's Acceſſion, the dread- 
ful Earthquake, in 1755, of the Circumſtances of 
which every one is well acquainted, and the late 
Conſpiracy, which now ſhakes the interior Peace 
of the Kingdom with horrid Convulſions, are 
the principal Matters that have occurred, of the 
Jatter of which my Readers will, in the following 
Pages, have the moſt authentick Account. 

The Portugueſe are full of Fire, and naturally 


raih, even to Deſperation ; they are bigotted 


to their Religion, but are much more ſuperſti- 
tious than devout, as may be gathered from the 
preceding Pages. Every thing paſſes for a Pro- 
digy among, them ; and Heaven (they think) is 
never wanting in the molt extraordinary Manner, 
to intereſt itſelf in their Favour. The Portugueſe 
Gentlemen dreſs moſtly in Black, and their Breeches 
are large and full, like Trowſers ; otherwiſe they 
run much into the French Faſhion. The better 
Sort, frequently wear Lace and Embroidery, bur, 
in general, affect Plainneſs and Gravity in their 
Cloathing, They are perſonable Men, and able 
to endure a great deal of Fatigue. Their No- 
tions of what they call Honour, are carried very 

high; 
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high. © Blood, Rank, Title, Preference, all the 
Circumſtances of Pride and Pomp, are reſolutely 
aſſerted, and obſtinately perſiſted in; (ſays a ju- 
dicious Writer) they weigh Honour and Qua- 
lity by Grains and Scruples, and recede from no 
Points of Preheminence or Equality, that they 
have any kind of Pretence of claiming, or ad- 
hering to. Nay, they will ſuffer any Kind of In- 
convenience, even Want, Diſgrace and Miſery, 
rather than publickly give way in Appearances. 
There happened a very extraordinary Diſpute be- 


twixt two Noblemen; one a Count, the other no 


Titular, but who had ſerved the Office of Vice- 
roy in India: Their Equipages meeting in a 
Street too narrow for them to paſs each other, nei- 
ther of them would ſubmit to back, and give the 
Way; ſo they patiently ſat, for ſeveral Hours, in 
their Carriages, till the Affair was referred to the 
King, and he had Leiſure to decide it; whoſe 
Deciſion was, that they ſhould both back, and 
take different Ways : By which means their Ho- 
nours were preſerved, and probably one, or both 
of their Lives. But a ſtill freſher and more un- 
happy Inſtance has happened, to exemplify the 
Effects of that Spirit among them. At a French 
Ball, where many of the Por/ugueſe Nobility were 
preſent, a Diſpute aroſe, while the Company were 
at Supper, betwixt Don Noronha, a Son of 


the Count of Arcos, and Don Antonio de Menezes, 


in which the former had ſtruck the latter ; who, 
in return, had ſeized a Bottle, and was going to 
repay the Injury, by throwing it at his Adver- 


ſary's Head; but was unfortunately prevented. 


| Had he done it, his Honour had been recover- 
ed ; but as he could-not, he remains with the in- 
delible Stain of a Blow. Both were immediately 
laid under Arreſt; and, to prevent cool Miſchief, 
the Aggreſſor was ſuffered to eſcape out of the 

Kingdom ; 
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Kingdom ; where he remains in miſerable Indi- 


gence, as his Family is too poor-to furniſh him 


with the Means for a decent Exiſtence ; while the 
other remains in a State of ſo much Infamy at 


Home, that he cannot go to Court, aſſiſt in any 
publick Act, nor be received in any honourable 
Company. For till he has cauſed the Man who 
ftruck him to be murdered, no Nobleman will be 
ſeen by him, nor even Ge down, or ſtay in a 


Room where he finds him. Yet 1s this diſho- 
noured young Nobleman a Man of Senſe and of 
a worthy Character; but he muſt, at all Events, 


commit Murder, or patiently ſubmit to Con. 
rempt. After the late dreadful Earthquake, 
the ſtarving Exile, wrote to Don Antonio, telling 
him, that he embraced that Time of general 
Diſtreſs and Compaſſion to implore a Reconci- 


liation, and offering to make any Satisfaction 


for the Injury he had done him. But the offen- 


ded's Relations obliged him to ſign a Letter, they 


took upon themſelves to write, in anſwer, which 
was fuch an one as cut off all * of Accom- 
modation for ever.“ 

Thus it appears, the Portugueſe are very tena- 
cious of Reſentment, and obſtinate Purſuers of 
Revenge; nor do the beſt Perſons amongſt them 
(ſo miſtaken are their Notions of Honour) ſcruple 
to employ Ruffians, or to give the private Stab, 
if they find no readier Way of repaying an Inju- 
ry, real or imaginary, or think they hazard too 
much in open Attempts to right their injured 
Reputation. 

The Ladies, are generally, charitable, modeſt 
and generous, their Complexion inclines to the 
Olive; they have delicate Features, Black and 
ſhining Hair, and ſparkling Eyes: Thoſe who 
have converſed with them, alſo report that they 


have a flowing Expreſſion and ready Wit. They 


paint 


\ 


EP" 


Paint very much, wear Hcops and Gowns, one 


over another, of rich Stuff trimmed with Gold 
and Silver Lace; but the uppermoſt of coarſe, 
black Stuff, trailing upon the Ground. Their 
Shoes are of black Spaniſh Leather, ſtrait and 
without Heels: When abroad they have Pattens, 
which are a kind of Silk Sandals, faſtened to Gold 
Rings or Plates, by which they are raiſed fix or 
ſeven Inches from the Ground, and walk very awk- 
wardly, In the Houſe they wear neither Hoops 
nor Fattens; their Stays are high before and ſhal- 


low behind, reaching ſcarce half way up their 


Backs. Their Hands and Feet are ſmall, and 
well proportioned, Perſons of Quality wear 
very fine Linen; but as it 1s very dear, poor Peo- 
ple wear none, which they omit from Pride, re- 
ſolving to go without, rather than wear that 
which is coarſe. They wear great quantities of 
Jewels; croſs the top of their Stays they have a 
ſort of Breaſt Plate of Diamonds, whence hangs 
a Chain of Pearl, or ſeveral knots of Diamonds. 
They have, likewiſe, Bracelets, Rings and Pen- 
dants in abundance; but wear no Necklaces; their 
whole Perſons are covered with Agnus Dei's, and 
other little Images, and their Hair is variouſly de- 
corated with precious Stones. They ſometimes 
wear Ribbons and Feathers, alſo, but have no 
other Head Dreſs, When they go abroad they 
throw a Veil over them. 

The Furniture of their Houſes is generally ve- 
ry rich, which, with their Apartments, they 
change according to the Seaſons of the Year. 
They ſpread fine Mats on the Floors, and co- 


ver the lower Part of the Walls with the ſame, 


above which are Pictures and Looking Glaſſes. 
Round the Ladies Apartments are Silk and Velvet 
Cuſhions, which they ſit upon croſs-· legged. The 
Gentlemen, in theirs, have Chairs. Between each, 


are 
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are placed, fine Tables and Cabinets, and, at pto- 
per Diſtances, Silver Boxes with Orange and Jeſ- 
ſamine Trees. They have Straw-work Frames 
at the Windows, to keep out the ſcorching 
Rays of the Sun. In Winter, their Beds and 
Hangings are Velvet, with Gold or Silver Lace, 
In Summer, their Curtains are coloured Gauſe. 
They uſe upper Floors in Winter, and the ground 
Floors in Summer. Their culinary Veſſels are 
all of Silver or earthen Ware, and the Grandees 
have immenſe Quantities of Silver Plate in their 
Houſes. With all this Wealth and glittering 
Appearance, the Nobility, in general, are very ne- 


ceſſitous. They ſpend their Lives in the Capital, 


or its Neighbourhood, and never viſit their Eſtates, 
unleſs they are in Diſgrace, leaving every thing 
to their Stewards, and never inſpecting their Ac- 
compts. Their Tradeſmen ſet down their own 
Prices for every thing, being ſure their Bills will 
not be ſtrictly examined, and the Servants who 


are at board Wages, carry off the Overplus of 


Eatables. They think it beneath them to beat 
down the Price of Goods, or even to take Change 
of a Piece of Gold, of the Shopkeeper. The 
Tradeſmen give them fix or eight Years Credit, 
and, in Return, charge double what the Goods 
might be bought at for ready Money. Indeed, 
they ſeldom loſe their Debts in the long Run; 
for their noble Cuſtomers will, without Difficulty, 
aſſign over Part of their Rents, for the Pay ment 
of their Creditors. They have great Numbers of 
Servants, whoſe Wages are very low, and, as they 
lay it moſtly out in Cloaths, they are very ſharp ſet, 
and feed uſually at Cooks Shops, on Onions, Peas, 
Beans, and other Pulſe. They have, in their Ser- 
vice many Dwarfs, allo, with Mooriſh and Turkiſh 
Slaves, of both Sexes. 'The very Beggars in Por- 
tugal, rather demand, than aſk Charity, and as 

they 
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they almoſt all pretend to be the Deſcendants of 
old Chriſtians, or of the antient Nobility, you muſt 
diſmiſs them politely if you give them nothing. 
The Portugueſe are, in general, very ſober and ab- 
ſtemious z but the common People are proud, yet 
abject; inſolent and treacherous. The ufual Diver- 
ſions are Bull Feaſts, Night Rambles, Serenades, 
Plays, Viſits and Proceſſions. They uſe Calaſhes 
and Coaches, in common, drawn by Mules, and 
travel very much by Water. In travelling, they 
uſe Litters and Mules, and for Parade, Shew, or 
a ſhort Tour, their well-made, ſprightly Horſes 
are excellent. Strangers who travel with a Foot- 
Guide, cannot go far in a Day. 

Portugal has produced ſome good Hiſtorians, 
amongſt whom the elegant Oſſorius, claims a chief 
mention, and the immortal Camouens has prov'd, 
that their Language may be rendered very har- 
monious, in his famous Poem, The Lufiada. 

Theſe few Striftures will give my Reader an 
Idea of the Genius and Manners of the Portu- 
gueſe, and will conſiderably elucidate the follow- 
ing Pages, | 

Before we proceed to the Account of the late 
horrid Conſpiracy, it will not be improper to ſee 
what the King of Portugal ſays of it himſelf, in 
his Edict. 


ABSTRACT of the Edi#F or Decree, of his Moſt 
Faithful Majeſty, the King of Portugal. 


After the Preamble it ſets forth, © Their (the _— 
Grſt contrivance was, to have it ſuggeſted and ſp about 
Clandeſtinely and Maliciouſly (in a myſterious Manner, in 
order to impoſe on the ſincerity and more worthy Diſpofitions, 
upon which they hoped to make Impreſſions by ſuch kinds 
of Inſinuations) that my Royal Life could not poſſibly be of 
long duration, and even affecting to limit it to the Month of 
September then approaching. After the Conſpirators had en- 


deavoured to operate on the Publick mind by ſuch malignant 
| F Predic- 
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Predictions, they advanced to that greater temerity which was 
demonſtrated by the horrid inſult committed on the third Day 
of the above mentioned Month of September, laſt paſt, at ele- 


ven of the Clock at Night, on my going out of the Gate of 


the Houſe called * The Houſe in the Mid avay, in order to paſs 
by the ſmall Field to this Palace of my Reſidence, to my 
repoſe; Having poſted three of the ſaid Conſpirators mounted 
on Horſe-back near the ſaid Gate, concealed by the Houſes 
adjoining, who diſcharged, with infamous and execrable Fury 
on the Body of the Equipage I was in, three Blunderbuſſes 
charged with large Shot, of which one miſſed Fire, but the o- 
ther two went off, and were ſufficient not only to make two Jarge 
holes in the back of the Equipage, but alſo, beſides, to make ſuch 
Havock of the whole ſaid back of the Equipage, as left human 
Judgment without the Power of comprehending, on beholding 
it, how it could bepoſſible that my Royal Perſon ſhould be ſaved, 
ſhut up in ſo narrow a compaſs, and amidſt fo entire a De- 
vaſtation, with no greater hurt than thoſe dangerous Wounds 
that I there received, had not my Royal Life been poſitively pre- 
ſerved by the viſible Wonder working Hand of Omnipotence, 
amidſt the deſiruction that was made by that moſt horrible In- 
ſult. And whereas there are barbarouſly and ſacrilegionſſy 
offended by it, all the Foundations, the moſt ſacred, of Rights, 
divine, natural, civil and national, to the ſo great offence 
of Religion and Humanity, retribution for the Inſult is made 
ſo much the more Inciſperſible, ſo much the greater and 
more grating the Scandal is which reſults from it to the Por- 
tugurſe Fidelity; whoſe laudable ſentiments of Honour, of Love, 
and of Gratitude to my Royal Perſon, I ſhall never be able 
to repay without giving them the moral Certainty that they 
will fee fo — a Conſpiracy torn up by its poi ſonous 
Roots; and that among my faithful Vaſſals. there exiſts no 
one of thoſe horrid Monſters that contrived to commit ſuch 
abominable Crimes, I therefore ſigniſy that all Perſons wha 
diſcover (in ſuch a Manner, that they verify what they de- 
Clare) which or whatever of the Farties, of that infamous 
Combination, ſhall, if they are of the P/:b-an Orders, be by 
me directy made Noble, and if they are of higher Ranks, 
they ſhall be made more Noble; and have Competent Sti- 
pends allowed them: If they are already Noblemen by eſta- 
bliſhment, I will Honour them with the Titles of Viſcounts 
and Earls, in conio:mity to the Graduation that they are now 
in; and if they are Titulars, I will advance them to Higher 

ones, 


® This is a Houf* of the King's, which ſtands hatf way between 
two of his Country Palaces at Belem. Thoſe Palaces are about a Mile 
diſtant from one another. That which he now lives in, is built of 
Wood fine the Earthquake, and fituated a little higher than the up- 
pe: moſt of the others. 
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ones, than thoſe that they now enjoy. Beſides which favours 
J will confer on ſuch Diſcoverers, others of greater Utility, 
that is, Pecuniary ones; ſuch az Offices of Juſtice, of the Re- 
venue, of the Eſtates of the Crown, and of the Military Orders: 
Reſerving to my Royal Determination, the regulating thereof 
agreeable to the Quality, and the importance of the Service 
of every reſpective Diſcoverer; And I likewiſe declare, that 
whoſoever of the Conſpirators ſhall make Diſcovery of their 
Accomplice*, provided they were not themſelves the Chieis 
and Contrivers of the Miſchief, ſhall be AY pardoned. 
To the Officers of Juſtice, who ſhall apprehend any of the 
Parties concerned in this Crime, I will give Honours and Re- 
wards in proportion to the Services that in this Buſineſs they 
do me, and beſides what is expreſſed above in Relation to Dif- 
coverers, And that no one may be induced to conceal from 
Ignorance ſuch pernicious Offenders, from a falſe Opinion that 
Diſcoverers become infamous, I require of all my People ta 
obſerve this, that what is vulgar Cuttom with regard to Mat- 
ters of the Revenue, in Opinion, cannot take Place in Caſes of 
Conſpiracy againſt a Sovereign Prince, and in the higheſt 
Treaſon: But much to the contrary; for Silence in ſuch Ca- 


ſes, incurrs the ſame Penalties, and the ſame Infamy to which 


the Principals are condemned of ſuch pernicious Offences: In- 
ſomuch, that Fathers are not excuſed ivr concealing their Sons: 


nor, on the contrary, Sons for concealing their Fathers. Be- 


cauſe ſuperior to all other Obligations, is that of preſerving 
your King, and yeur Country: And Kings Act as common 
Fathers, when they puniſh Crimes that are ſo atrocious and ſo 
prejudical to the Public: And whereas ſo hotrible a Caſe makes 
it indiſpenſibly neceſſary to uſe all poſlible Diligence in the im- 
priſ2oing of Offenders, I am pleaſed to make general all the 
Juriſdilions of the Magiſtracy of theſe Kingdoms, without ex- 
cepting any of my own Lands, or thoſe of any Grants, howſo- 
ever privileged they may be, in ſuch a Manner that all may 
be entered without waiting for any new Order from the Mini- 


ers of the Crown, or of the ſaid Grants, for any thing re- 


g rdinz the ſeizure of the Offenders in this Crime: Wno I 
Order may be Apprehended, by any Perſons who ſhall get 
Notice or be in purſuit of them, ſeizing them in whatever 
Place they can find them, on Condition, however, that as ſoon 
as they have taken them Priſoners, they immediately carry 
them via recta to the Magiſtrate neareſt Reſident, for him to 
convey them to this City with the utmoſt Security. Doctor 


Pedro Gonſulv: Cerdeiro Pereira, of my Council, Judge of the 
Palace, Deputy of the board of Ccn'cience and Orders, and 


Chancellor of the Court of Supplication, in which he ſerves 
as Regidor, is whom I have named Judge of Inconadence to 
exccu:e as ſuch, all taat is neceſſary: And who is to cauſe 
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this Decree, as an Edict, to be poſted up in all Public Places 
of the City of Liſbon and its Diſtricts; and to tranſmit it, 
under his Name, to all other Cities and Towns of theſe King- 
doms, To which end I order, that all Copies ſigned by 
him have the ſame Credit as this proper Original, notwith- 
ſtanding any I aws, Diſpoſitions or Cuſtoms to the contrary, 
not even thoſe that require an eſpecial Derogation.“ 


Belem, the Ninth of December, 
One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Fifty Eight. 


Sipned, 
EING. 


The Noble Perſons already Executed for the late Con- 
ſpiracy were the following. 


„% Don Jeſepb Maſcarenbas and Lencaſire (or Lancaſter ) 
Duke of Awveiro, Marquis of Terres Nowas and of Gouven, and 
Earl of Santa Cruz hereditary Lord Steward of the King's 
Houſhold, which is the higheſt Office in the Palace, and Preſi- 
dent of the Palace-Court, or Jaſt Tribunal of appeal in the 
Kingdom, which is the ſecond State Officer of the Realm; 
he was he related himſelf to the Taworas, and married to a Siſter 
of the Eldeſt Marquis of that Title. He was in the p iſt Year 
of his Age; of the loweſt middle Size, well made in his Per. 
fon, of an agreeable Countenance and lively Diſpoſition. 

Franciſco de Aix and Tawera, (this Family being above 
taking the Title of Don) Marquis of Tavera and Earl of 
Saint Jobs and of Aldor, General of Horſe, &c. This No- 
dleman was himſelf the Eldeſt Branch of the Alver Family, 
the third Noble Houſe of the Taworas; and by Marrying to 
his Kinſwoman, the Heireſs of the Marquiſate, became in her 
Right, Earl of Saint Jobs and Marquis of Tawwra, The 
Family of Tavor, is the moſt illuſtrious of the Kingdom, as 
well {or the Purity as Antiquity of their Deſcent ; deriving their 
Origin from the Kings of Leon, and having ever preſerved 
their Dignity, by diſdaining to make any other than the moſt 
noble Alliances ; infomuch that it has of late been the Practice 
of the chief Branches of this Family to marry only among 
one another, 'They were themſelves the Conquerors from the 
Moors, of the Lands they poſſeſs, and on which there is a 
Town, a River and an ancient Caſtle of their Name; and they 
even pretend to be Lords of Tawora by the Grace of Gon. 
The Marquis was in the g6th Year of his Age, of the higheit 
middle Stature; a genteel Perſon, comely Countenance aud 
grave Deportment. 

Donna Leonor de Tavora, Marchioneſs of Tawora, in her 
own Right, and Wife of the above-mentioned Marquis, was 
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in the 5gth Year of her Age: She was of the lower middle 
Size and thin, extremely genteel, and in her Youth had been 
very beautiful, In the duties of Life ſhe appeared highly 
amiable, being an extreme good Mother, and demonſtrated 
herſelf as good a Wite by accompanying her Huſband to 
India at the Age of 50, when he was appointed Vice roy of 
the Portugusſe Dominions in that Country; of which under- 
taking, before hers, there had been but a ſingle Example. 
Her Deportment in general was courteous and affable, and 
ſhe was allowed to be a Lady of good Underſtanding. 


Luis Bernardo de Tavora, youngeſt Marquiſs of that Title, 
was the eldeſt Son of the above-mentioned Couple, and in the 
36th Year of his Age. He was married, with a Diſpenſation 
obtained for that purpoſe from the Pope, to his Father's youn- 
geſt Siſter Donna Thereſa de Tawora, and Lorena (or Lorain 


) 
who was twenty Days elder than bimſelf.. This is the Lady 
who is ſaid to be in the Nunnery of Santos, without our hav- 
Ing been Informed, by Authority, that ſhe was ſent thither a 
Priſoner by Order of the Court. She is a middle ſized Lady, 
comely in her Perſon, and extremely elegant in her Deportment. 
The Marquis, her Huſband, was a little Man and thin, well 
enough made, but not of a pleaſing AſpeR, though with a con- 
fiderable reſemblance of his Mother. He was neither defici- 
ent in Wit or Humour, but not amiable in his Conduct, nor 
extremely correct in his Morals, This couple have a Daugh- 
ter living, in the twelfth Year of her Age, Donna Joanna dr 
Tavora who is exceeding beautiful. But who, without bein 


ſe —_— r 5 
an accomplice in their Guilt, is, by the Sentence on her Father, 
Grandfather and Grandmother, deprived of the ver 


y Name, 
of which ſhe would otherwiſe have become Chief; and, with 
a ſeverity that muſt aſtoniſh, is decreed infamous, 

Foſeph Maria de Tawora, ſecond and youngeſt Son of the 
eldeſt Marquis and Marchioneſs of Tavera, in the Twenty - 
third Year of his Age; of a middle Size, moſt beautiful Face, 
genteel Perſon, agreeable Deportment and amiable Diſpoſition, 
This young Nobleman, had he lived, would probably have been 
married to his Neice, the Heireſs of the Family; and their 
Offspring enjoyed the Marquiſate of Tavera. There are ſaid 
to have happened Circumſtances of Fortitude and Reſolution 
in his Proſecution that do him Honour. 

Don Teronimo de Aitaide, Earl of Attougia, one of the oldeſt, 
if not the moſt ancient Title of the Kingdom. This Noble- 
man was in the 38th Year of his Age, related himſelf to the 
7 avoras, and married to the eldeſt Daughter of the eldeſt Mar- 
quis and Marchionels of Tavora; and Siſter to the young 
Marquis and 7o/eph Maria of that Name. He was ot mid- 
dle Stature, clumſy in his Make, of a heavy Aſpect, and un- 


graceful Demeanour, and of ſlav / Parts, but in his general Con- 
duct an inoffenſive Man. 
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The other n under Conſinement, are, 


« Don John de Almeida, Portugal ; Marquis of Hlorno, and 
Earl of Aſumar, in the 32d Year of his Age: Married to 
Donna Leonor de Tawera, ſecond Daughter to the eider Mar- 
quis and Marchioneſs of Tavora, perhaps one of the moſt 
beautiful Women in the World: And, indeed, it muſt be al- 
Jowed, that the whole Families of Tawora and Alvor, the 
younger Marquis excepted, were very handſome. This No- 
bleman is perſonal and yenteel, has travelled, is ſtudious, and 
has one of the beſt Capacities of any of the Nobility of the 
Kingdom. When his Marriage was contracted, he paid Viſits 
to the Exgliſb Envoy and Conſul at Liſbon, and told them he 
came to ſee them as an Erg/i/oman, being going to marry a 
Tawora, that Family being of all others the moſt attached to 
cur Nation, The two Marquiſies of that Name were dancing 
among the People of our Factory, almoſt the whole Night, 
preceding the Day cn which they were apprehended ; And 
it is imagined, by ſome, that thoſe Pertons who have ſhewn 
themſelves their greateſt Enemies, are altogether as remarkably 
ſuch to us, 

Nuno Gaſyar de Tawora, Brother to the elder Marquis, Co- 
Jonel of a Regiment of Infantry, and married to the Heireſs of 
a noble Family of the Name of Sy/veria: he is in the 55th 
Year of his Ape, 

Manoel. Rafacl de Tawera, Brother to the elder Marquis 
was married to the Heireſs of the Houſe of Yi//anowa, but is, 
now a Widower, and Father to the young Earl of that Title, 
He is in the 44th Year of his Age, a Colonel of Horſe, and 
Gentleman of the Bedchamber to the Infant Don Pedro, Bro- 
ther to the King. 

Jeb Baptiſia de Tavern, Brother to the elder Marquis of 
Taweora ; a Colonel of Horſe, and Knight of Malta, 42 Years 
of Age on the Day preceding that in which ſo many of his 
Relations were «executed, 

Feſeph Maria de Tawera, Brother to the elder Marquis of 
Tavora, a Digritary cf the Patriarchal Church at Lifbox : He 
is in the 33d Year of his Age. 

Don Maeve! de Scuza, a Nobleman, who was till lately, one 
of the three Captains of the Royal Guard ; he is married to a 
Princeſs of the Houſe of Ho!fcin-beck. 

Don Manoel 4e e Maſcarenhas, Eatl of Obidas and Pal- 
ma, Ilereditary High Bailiff of the Kingdom, Brigadier General 
of Horie, and Gentleman of the Bed-chamber to the King; 
in the 6oth Year of his Age. This Nobleman is chief of tae 
jecoid Houſe of Mofearenhas, of which Name there are more 

Titulars, 
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Titulars in that Kingdom, than of any other: And he is in 
near Alliance with the Houſes of 4/:grete, Marialua, and others 
of the firſt Diſtinction. 

Don'Guido Auguſta da Camara and Ataide, Earl of R;brira, 
Grande, in the 41ſt Year of his Age. He is himſelf related 
to the Taworas by the Mother's Side, and being married to his 
Neice, the Heireſs of the Camara Family, is become more 
ſtrongly connected with them ; ſhe being Daughter to a Siſter 
of the elder Marquis of Tawora, the Dutcheſs of Alveiro, the 
young Marchioneſs of Tawera, and all the Tævaras that con- 
tinue yet impriſoned. This Nobleman, and the Eail of O6;- 
dos, Authority has told us, are imagined not to have been con- 
cerned in the Conſpiracy, but impriſoned only for having talk- 
ed too freely. | 

To this Lift of Priſoners, may be added, for a Certainty, 
Don Martinho Maſcarenhas and Lencaſtre, Marquis of Gouvea 
and Earl of Santa Cruz, only Son and Heir of the Duke of 
Aveiro. He is in the 19th Year of his Age; and a Marriage 
for him has been contrated with the young Duke of Ca- 
daval's eldeſt Siſter, Donna Margarida Cactana de Lorena, a 
near Relation to his Mother, and to the whole Tawora Fa- 


mily. But this Marriage, if he ſhould eſcape the Danger he 


is at preſent in, is now not likely to take Place 

Donna Leonor Thomaſia de Tawora, Dutcheſs of Aveiro, 
Siſter to the elder Marquis and to the younger Marchionels 
of Tawora in the 4cth Year of her Age. This Lady has been 
very beautiful, and is flill an exceeding fine Woman; her 
two Daughters are confined in the Convent with her, 

Donna Mariana Bernarda de Tavera, Counteſs of Aton. 
guia, and Daughter to the eider Marquis and Marchioneſs of 
Tavora; in the 37th Year of her Age; a very beautiful La- 
dy. She has three Children, which were carried into Con- 
finement at a Convent with her. 

Donna Leonor de Tawora, Marchioneſs of Alorno, and Daugh- 
ter to the elder Marquis and Marchioneſs of Tawora ; in the 
30th Year of her Age. She is, perhaps, one of the moſt 
beautiful Women in the World. She has three Children, 


which were carried with her to the Convent in which ſhe is 
confined. 


* Ladies in Portugal do not take upon them the Family Names of 
their Huſbands at Marriage as with us; all Women there continu- 


ing through Life with thoſe by which they were 1iegiſtered at their 
Baptiſm, 
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As a due deference ſhould be paid to the Accounts of 
any extraordinary Tranſatiion publiſhed by the Go- 
vernment, the Editor thinks it not improper to add 
the foregoing Relation publiſhed in the London 
Gazette, with which he cloſes his neceſſary Intro- 
duct ion. 


7 

Lißben, Jan. 20. On the firſt Inſtant, the Count de Obi- 
dos, and the Count de Ribeira-grande, were ſent to the Caſtle of 
St. Julian, and Guards placed at the Doors of their reſpective 
dwelling Houſes; but, in general, it is thought that theſe two 
Gentlemen are not implicated in the Conſpiracy, but rather that 
they may have been too free of Speech. On Thurſday the 
4th Inſtant the Dutcheſs of Aveiro, the Counteſs of Atouguia, 
and the Marchioneſs of 4/o+ya, and their Children, were ſent 
to different Nunne:ies. On Friday the 11th Inſtant, eight 
Feſaits weie taken into Cuſt ody. A Council was appointed by 
the King, for the Trial of the Priſoners, compoled of the 
three Secretarics of State, the Perſon acting as Chief Juſtice 
in the room of the Duke of Ainfoens, who is ſtill indiſpoſed, 
and five other Judges, the S2llicitor for the Crown being pre- 
ſent, The whoſe Proceſs was cloſed on Tueſday the gth In- 
ilant, The Marchioneſs of Tawora, Wile to the General of 
Horſe, was brought, on Wedneſcay the 1oth, from the Con- 
vent das Grillas, to the Place where the other Crimivals were 
confined: This Lady was one of the chief Inſtruments in this 


Conſpiracy, 


Saturday the 13th Inſtant, being the Day appointed for the 
Execution, a Scaffold had been built in the Square, oppoſite 
to the Houſe where the Priſoners were confined, and eight 
Wheels fixed upon it. On one Corner of the Scaffolding was 

laced Antonios Alvares Ferreira, and on the other corner, the 
gy of Foſeph Policarpio de Azevedo, who is ſtill miſſin theſe 
being the two Perſons that fired at the back of the King's 
Equipage. About half an Hour after Eight in the Morning, 
the Execution began. The Criminals were brought out one 
by one, each under a ſtrong Guard. The Marchioneſs of Ta- 
©ora was the firſt that was brought upon the Scaffold, where 
ſhe was beheaded at one Stroke. Her Body was afterwards 
Placed upon the Floor of the Scaffolding, and covered with a 
Linnen Cloth. Young Jeſeph Maria of Tawora, the young 
Marquis of Tawora, the Count of Attouguia, and three Ser- 
vants of the Duke of Aveiro, were firſt ſtrangled at a Stake, 
and afterwards their Limbs broken with an tron Inſtrument ; 
the Marquis of Tavera, General of Horſe, and the Duke of 
Aveiro, had their Limbs broken alive. The Duke, for v rant 
Sn. 
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Ignominy, was brought bare-headed to the Place of Execution, 


he Body and Limbs of each of the Criminals, after they 


were executed, were thrown upon a Wheel, and covered with 
a Linnen Cloth, But when Antonio Aluarex Ferreira was brought 
to the Stake, whole Sentence was to be burnt alive, the other 
Bodies were expoled to his view; the Combuſtible Matter, 
Which had been laid under the Scaffolding, was ſet on Fire, the 


Whole Machine, with the Bodies, were conſumed to Aſhes, and 
thrown into the Sea.“ 


A Summary of the Praceſs and Sentence has been printed, the maſt 
remarkable Paſſages of which are as follow. 


That the old Marchioneſs of Tawora, the Duke of Aveiro, 
and the Jeſuits were the principal Inſtigators and Actors in 
this Conſpiracy; That the Marchioneſs ſeduced her Huſband 
and the other Relations: That there were ſeveral Conferences 
held at the ſeſuits Colleges, called Sante Antas and St. Rogue, 
at the Marquis of Tawora's and at the Duke's : That the Union 
of theſe Noblemen with the Jeſuits, was fince the Time that 
the King diſmiſſed thoſe of that Order from the Palace : That 
all the Male Criminals, now executed, were in the Field on the 
zd of September in different Parties, waiting for the King: That 
the Duke of Aveiro was with the two Men, who ſhot at the 
King's Equipage, and was the Perſon that firſt preſented his 
Piece to the Poſtilion, which miſſed Fire: That forty Moidores 
were collected among theſe Noblemen and given to theſe two 
Men: The Duke's Hatred to the Perſon of the King is ſet in a 
ſtrong Light; and the Motives alledged in this Paper, for this 
wicked Project, are, the Duke's being diſappointed in marrying 
his Son to a Siſter of the Duke of Cadaval, who is a Minor; the 
King having thought proper, that this Match ſhould be put off, 
till the Duke of Cadawal ſhould be married and have an Heir. 
Another Motive of Diſguſt was, the Duke's being diſappointed 
in a Law Suit for ſome Commanderies, which the late Duke of A- 
vciro poſſeſſed. That the Marchioneſs's great Cauſe of Reſentment 
was, that her Huſband was not made a Duke, when he came from 
the EA Indies, which he had often deſired, but could never ob- 
tain, becauſe he had carried the Reward of the Service he was 
going upon, with him, it being always cuſtomary for the King 
to paſs particular Grants to the Viceroy,” upon his being appoint- 
ed, and betore he ſecs out upon his Voyage. The Eſtates of 
theſe Noblemen are all confiſcated to the Crown, the Dwelling- 


Houſes to be razed to the Ground, and the Name of Tavora ne- 


ver to be uſed by any Perſon whatſoever ; this Family being the 
principal Branch of that Name. The Name of Maſcarenbas, 
which was the Duke of Aveiro's is ſpared, becauſe his Family is 
a younger Branch of the Families of that Name. 

A Reward of 10,000 Crowns is offered to whoever ſhall ap- 
prehend the Perſon of Teſeph 2 de Arte ds. 
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» · e, 
at LISBO N, 


To His Excellency che of , 


Envoy from ****#*#, to the Court of Great- 
Britain. 


Tranſlated from the Original Portugueſe, for the Informa- 
tion of the Publick, 


My Lok, | Liſbon, Jan. 30, 1759. 


OU will readily excuſe my not anſwer- 
ing your kind Letter before this Time; 
you will make all the allowances proper, 
for one in my Station, who, for three Months 
paſt, has liv'd in the utmoſt Hurry, Anxiety, and 
even in the moſt imminent Danger: Nor could 
any thing have ſupported my Spirits under the ex- 
ceſſive Trouble of Mind, and Fatigue of Body, I 
have gone through ; but my Aﬀection and Alle- 
giance to the beſt of Princes, and my ſupreme Re- 
gard for the good of the Community of which 
Providence has graciouſly made me a Member, I 
thank the almighty Ruler of the Univerſe, I have 
now ſome ceſſation from my perpetual Attention of 
Mind; for tho' the Fydra is not entirely cruſhed ; 


yet we have ſo got the better of him, as to deal 


with him, as our own Time and Opportunity Suits. 
I am 


— 
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I am obliged to your Lordſhip, for waiting for 
an Account of our ſad Convulſions from me: In- 
deed, I am, unfortunately, the only Perſon that 
can truly ſatifsy your Enquiries, but when you, 
remembering our former Friendſhip, diſpatched 
Joſe to Liſbon, I was not prepared with Cir- 
cumſtances ſufficient to authenticate the Suſpi- 
cions you entertained * of *****, which we then 
both of us imagined, would involve him in the 
Miſeries that have ſince enſued. I believe, I have 
been near a Fortnight now, in bringing my Ac- 
count to the Perfection you ſee it in, for as I 
can only, of all my Secretaries, confide a private 
Correſpondence to **** , whom you well 
remember, he could not be ſpared from his Of- 
fice, ſo much as I needed him to be my Amanuenſis 
upon this Occaſion. Your ***** Maſter, and in- 
deed, your whole Nation have done every thing 
that was requeſted of them, by his Moſt Faithful 
Majeſty, in regard to ***** |, and the ſpeedy 
Anſwer our Expectations met with, I aſcribe to 
your friendly Intervention. I cannot but approve 
the Sorrow you expreſs for the Houſe of Tavora z 
for though ſtern and rigid Juſtice ſhould not give 
Way to a criminal Tenderneſs ; as private Per- 
ſons, Humanity obliges us to fee] for the Miſ- 
fortunes of our Fellow Creatures; and now that 
the Demands of Juſtice are ſatisfied, I can weep 
myſelf at a Puniſhment, which, nevertheleſs, was 
juſt and equitable, and was a Sacrifice to which 
the whole Portugueſe Nation had ſo undoubted a 


* This, I have Authority to ſay, did not relate to the Con- 
piracy, directly. 

+ Perhaps, the Matters here hinted at, did not relate to the 
Conſpiracy ; but as | am honoured with Leave to publiſh this 
Letter, I would not ſuppreſs a fingle Paragraph, at the fame 


time, pretending to know no more, than 1s plain to every 
body elſe, 
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Claim, I am obliged to you, for the Advice 
you have given me; but you will allow, that, it 
is my Duty to ſuppreſs my private Friendſhips, 
when they ſhall appear to be incompatible with my 
Station, and with that Duty I owe to the beſt of 
Maſters, and to the whole Kingdom. J ſhall take 
the Pains to be very methodical in the enſuing 
Narration; I owe ſo much to my unbated Aﬀec- 
tion for you as a Friend, and to my own Cha- 
racter, and the Reputation of all thoſe who were 
concerned in the DeteCtion of this dreadful Plot, 
I do not reſtrain you from imparting to the Na- 
tion you reſide with, the Subſtance, nay the 
Whole of what I write: Tis but juſt the World 
ſhould be informed of our Motives to what we 
have done, and as far as my Obligations to Si- 
lence will 3 it ſhall be ſatisfied. I ſhall 
then give you, 1. The Nature and Riſe of the 
late 054% Sing 2 The horrid Aſſaſſination. 
3. The Diſcovery of the Plot, and the appre- 
hending of the Conſpirators; and, 4. The judi- 
cial Proceedings upon, and the Execution of thoſe 
unnatural and abandoned Miſcreants, who have 
forfeited all Title to Pity or Compaſſion, 

The whole World, I make no doubt, will ſtand 
aghaſt at ſo horrid, ſo atrocious an Attempt upon 
the Life of my Sovereign; a Prince merciful and 
clement, whoſe Annals have been ſtained by no 
unrighteous, illegal or ſanguinary Meaſures ; who 
is, at once, the Juſt the Gracious King, and the 
tender Father of his People: They will be ſur— 
prized that, in a Nation ſo famed for Fidelity 
to their Princes, ſo attached to Principles of Ho- 
nour “, ſo generous, ſo brave, any ſuch Wretches 


ſhould Exift, who, blind to all the Duties, they 


It muſt be remembered that a N here ſpeaks of his 
own Countrymen. 


owe 
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owe to their Country, nay to themſelves, ſhould 
endeavour to commit fo vile a Parricide, and to 
deſtroy thro* the Sides of his Moſt Sacred Ma- 
jeſty, the Intereſt, Safety and Happineſs of the Com- 
mon-wealth. Will they not, then, ſtill more mourn 
over the Scandal our moſt Holy Religion will 
incurr, from the Proceedings of ſome of her Mi- 
niſters, from the iniquitous, abominable and helliſh 
Contrivances of a Body of Men, who have been 
hitherto conſidered as the Bulwarks of the Caths- 
lick, and Apoſtolick Church. How will all fin- 
cere Members of our Communion be aſtoniſhed 
when they are convinced that there are Brethren, 
of a Society which bears the appellation of the 
Son of God, and who for the remarkable holineſs 
of their Lives have been ever choſen to be the 
Repoſitories of the Conſciences of our Kings? 
How, my Lord, I ſay, will they be aſtoniſhed, 
when they find there are ſuch Inſtances, a- 
mongſt theſe Fathers, of Worldly Pride, cunning 
and deceiving Policy, unbounded Rapaciouſneſs, 
Fraud, Rebellion and Treaſon *? Alas! will not 
the Hereticks revile our moſt Holy Faith, which 
ſuffers, and muſt ſuffer ſo much from the Prac- 
tices of theſe, her Miniſters and Defenders? J 
ſympathize with your Lordſhip, in the Pain you 
will undergo, at the Taunts, the profane Jeſts that 
your Ears will be ſubject to, from the Mouths of 
the People you are amongſt. They, who have 
ſo unbounded a licentiouſneſs of Speech, -who 
dare to burleſque their Miniſters of State, and 
even the Religion of their Country +, what will 
not their wanton Conceits ſay and publiſh, upon 


But this there was long ago Proofs enough of, if blind Ig- 
norance had not rejected them. Their Behaviour in China, 


condemn'd even by their own Pontiffs, is a remarkable Iinflance 
of the Temper and Maxims of the Society of Fe/as. 


+ I fear this is too juſt a Reflection, of {ome individuals. 
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this Occaſion, to the Reproach and Scandal of the 
true Faith. I ſhudder when I think of it! Tis 
true all Proteſtant Countries ſeem to have been 
long convinc'd of the felf Intereſted and pernici- 
ous Maxims of this Society, which, indeed, are 
now but too apparent to the Dupes they have ſo 
long deceived. They are really the Wretches, 


and worſe than the Wretches, the Hereticks have 


made them, and deſerve to be baniſh'd out of 
every Chriſtian Country“ 

You remember, my Lord, and all Europe knows 
that theſe wiley Fathers, under pretence of their 
Zeal tor Religion and of their Devotion to the 
Holy See, have, in Fact, eſtabliſhed themſelves 
upon ſuch a Baſis that they may be ſaid to be a 
Government within themſelves, independent of 
all the Powers of the World, and yet cajoling 
every Monarch and every Government, where they 
are permited to reſide, for their own Ends and 
Purpoſes. Sorry am I that I muſt ſay this of a 
— who had they been worthy Diſciples of 
the great Loyola would have adhered more to 
that meekneſs dictated by the Goſpel , and not 
ſet themſelves up as the Diſpoſers — human Af- 
fairs, and the Arbiters of Right and Wrong, as 
they have conſtantly endeavoured to do. Theſe 
unworthy Fathers had accumulated ſuch Wealth, 
by their following all Sorts of Merchandize, by 
being Brokers, Factors and Bankers, in all parts of 
the World, and by the Royal and Private Muni- 
ficence towards them, that they, Years ago, enter- 
tained a Project of rendering themſelves Indepen- 
dent, and providing an Aſylum in any Misfor- 
tune, which their Ambition, or their Avarice 
might, in future, ſubject them to. They were 
enabled to put almoſt any Scheme in Execution, 


* A very fair Confeſſion!” 
+ Where was the meekneſs of St. Joratizs Lerola diſplay'd? 


by 
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by their Influence in this Kingdom, They were ; 
the Royal Penitentiaries; they kept the Conſci- 4 
ences of the principal Nobility and Gentry, and Y 
they educated our Children, by which their ſway 4 
was too unbounded to meet with any obſtacle to 1 
oppoſe them in their darling Project? This Credit 3 
they were in, and the exceſſive Piety of his late Ma- 3 
jeſty,“ give them the Opportunity of eſtabliſhing - $Z 
a kind of Commonwealth, amongſt the Indians of 
our Settlements in South Americas in Uraguay, 
Maranbao and amongſt the Spaniſh Guaranies 
where they exerciſed a deſpotick Sway. This 
was ſo well concealed that, till the late Treaty of 
Exchange, between our Court and that of Spain, 
it was never imagined, even by the Miniſtry, that 
they had acquired ſuch an Influence over the Na- 
tives of thoſe extenſive Tracks of Country. It 
was only ſuppoſed that, under pretence of propa- 
gating the Goſpel, and civilizing and rendering 
the Indians ſubſervient to Government, they had 
extended their Miſſions, and had actually, by their 
pious Care, brought them under an excellent Diſ- 
cipline: But no ſooner were the Regulations 
going to be put in Execution by the two Courts, 
than they ſpirited up their Vaſſels and Slaves, as 
they arrogantly ſtiled them, to an open Oppoſition, 
and Rebellion againſt their Sovereigns, and, as 
your Lordſhip may not have heard all the Alle- 
gations that have been prov'd againſt them, I 
will ſummarily give you an Account of their 
Viie behaviour, It was in the Year 1750, and in 
the Month of February, that we had undoubted 
Intelligence that the Treaty of Exchange could 
not be executed, without uſing Force with the 
Natives, who were entirely poiſfon'd by the Holy 

* He ſent to Rome alone, in his Reign, 94 Millions of Cruſa- 


does, which exceſſive benevolence to his tiolineſs, his preſent 
Majeſty put a Stop to. 
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Fathers, againſt what the two Courts had agreed 
upan : Tho? indeed their preceding Behaviour, 
both at our Court and the Court of Spain, was 
enough, one would imagine, to open our Eyes, 
as I muſt, without paying too great a Comple- 
ment to my own Sagacity, proteſt it did mine: 
For they, from the firſt Minute they got Intelli- 
gence of the Treaty, cabalied againſt it, in a. very 
extraordinary Manner, and ventured, even to the 
Face of Majeſty, to repreſent the Stipulations 
thereof, between Spain and us, as impracticable, 
abſurd, and even never to be executed, and did all 
they could, by their Emiſlaries to get it annulled. 
When they found all this ineffectual, they were 
ſo inſolent as to employ every Engine to ſet the 
two Courts at variance, knowing that their per- 
nicious Projects would be expoſed to all the 
World, if the Treaty was carried into Execution, 
All this failing, thro' the Confidence the two 
Courts had in each other, and the Troops of both 
Nations being arrived in the Neighbourhood of 
the Line of Separation, all theſe Fathers had la- 
bour'd ſo artfully to conceal was diſcovered, and 
their Tranſactions on the Rivers Paraguay and 
Uraguay; and on the Black River, and the Kiver 
Madura, were laid open. And you will tremble, 
my Lord, at what I am going to impart to 
you, which I ſhall do from the Relation pub- 
liſhed by Authority at Liſbon, which I was ſur- 
prized when you informed me you had not ſeen. 
In the Woods, near the two Rivers Uraguay and 
Paraguay, they had erected a powerful Republick, 
and had collected and ſettled 100,000 Souls upon 
the Banks of thoſe Rivers. Theſe Indians were poor 
and wretched, being treated by the Jeſuits in every 
Reſpect like Slaves, whilſt theythemſelves rioted 
in Plenty and amaſſed Riches continually, by their 
Labour, and the Produce of the Territory. All 

this 
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this Power they had acquired from the ſanctified 
pretence of Tendetneſs for, and aiming at the 
Converſion of their Souls; and the following 
were the plauſible and artful Regulations, the 
Baſis of their Uſurpation. 1. To fuffer no 
Biſhops, Governors, or other Miniſters, eccleſiaſ- 
tical or ſecular to ſet Foot an their Territories, ex- 
tending theſe prohibitions even ro private Perſons, 
Natives of Spain, fearful they ſhould diſcover the 
State of the Country, which it was their aim to 
keep an impenetrable Secret. None were ad- 
mitted to the Enowledge of the Government and 
Intereſts of cheir Republick, but ſuch Prieſts of 
their own Order as they imagined might help to 
ſupport their bold Enterprize. 2. They prohi- 
bited the Uſe of the Spaniſh Language within 
their Republick; the Guarani Language was 
alone permitted, in order to render all Correſpon- 
dence between the Spaniards and Indians impoſſi- 
ble, and to deprive the former of, any Knowledge 
of what paſs'd in thoſe unhappy Countries, 3. 
They Catechiſed the Indians and thereby imprinted 
upon their Minds a blind and unlimited Obedt- 
ence to all the Orders of their Miſſionaries how- 
ever ſevere and Intolerable, by which they have 
kept this ſimple People for ſuch a number of 
Years, in the darkeſt Ignorance and moſt abject 
Slavery. Being ignorant of any Power in the 
Univerſe ſuperior to the Feſuit Fathers, they be- 
lieved they were deſpotick Maſters of their Souls 
and Bodies: Ignorant of any King they were 
obliged to obey, they knew nothing of a free 
and reaſonable Subjection; but they held it as a 
certain and infallible Maxim, that the whole World 
was in Bondage, and 'therefore it behoved them 
to Obey, without Heſitation, whatever the Fa- 
thers commanded, 
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They eſtabliſhed, by theſe Means, amongſt 
theſe poor Indiaus, Maxims repugnant to civil 
Society, as well as to chriſtian Charity. They 
made them believe, that all the white Men, not 
of the Clergy, were People without Religion, 
and without Law, who worſhipped no other God 
but Gold, who were poſſeſſed with the Devil, 
and Enemies not only to the Indians, but alſo to 
the holy Images they worſhip; ſo that if theſe 
white Men ſhould ever enter their Territories, 
they would deſtroy all with Fire and Sword; that 
they would begin, by deſtroying the Altars, and 
afterwards, would put their Wives and Children 
to Death. From theſe Notions, thus artfully in- 
culcated, the Indians thought it their indiſpenſible 
Duty to bear an implacable Hatred to the white 
Seculars, to ſearch for them induſtriouſly, in or- 
der to kill them, and put them to Death without 
Mercy, wherever they could meet with them, al- 
ways taking Care to cut off their Heads to pre- 
vent their coming to Life again; the Jeſuits 
making them believe, that otherwiſe they would 
riſe again by magick Art. At the ſame time they 
inſtructed them in the Uſe of Arms, introduced 
Artillery amongſt them, and Engineers, diſguiſed 
in the Habit of Prieſts, in order to form Camps, 
and fortify difficult Paſſes, as is performed in Eu- 
rape. In conſequence of which, they kindled and 
ſupported a War againſt the two Crowns. In the 
Year 1752, when the Troops of the two Kings, 
were ready to march, and to effect the Exchange 
of the Villages on the Eaſt Side of Uraguay and 
the Colony of S-. Sacrament, all the People of 
the Colony revolted, and diſputed the Paſſage of 
the Troops to the Poſt of Thecla, and the Ofi- 
cers having threatened them with the Indigna- 
tion of their Sovereign, they anſwered, That the 
King was a great Way off, and that they knew no 

body 
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Body but their holy Father : Which obliged thoſe 
Troops to retire to Colonia and Montevidio. In 
ſhort, they maintained the War with ſuch Obſti- 
nacy, during the Years 1753, and 1754, that the 
Portugueſe General was cbliged to come to a Truce 
with them, till his Majeſty's Pleaſure ſhould be 
known, When this News came to Europe, their 
Catholick and Moſt Faithful Majeſties, turned off 
their Jeſuit Confeſſors, and ordered large Rein- 
forcements to be ſent to Paraguay, and the reſt 
of the Miſſions, and the two Armies joined, in 
January, 1756, to endeavour to diſpoſſeſs the Fa- 
thers of their Country by Force, as all mild and 
perſuaſive Methods had proved ineffectual. Ma- 
ny Battles were fought, in which Numbers of In- 
dians, as well as of the Spaniards and Portugueſe, 
loſt their Lives, and the Indians acted in every 
thing as if they were well ſkilled in military Af— 
fairs. They were, however, worſted, and almoſt 
all the Country ſubjected. Wherever the Forces 
of the two Kings marched, they found undoubt- 
ed Proofs of the Deſigns and Machinations of the 
Jeſuits, and Inſtructions to the Indians of the moſt 
horrible Tendency. They continued the War 
till 1757, and are yet far from being totally 
ſubdued. 

In the Northern Parts of Portugueſe and Spaniſh 
America, theſe Fathers acted almoſt in the ſame 
Manner, as far as their Strength would permit 
them. By impoſing upon our Court, in the Reign 
of the late King, they procured ſeveral Privileges, 
and a Variety of Tolerations, by means whereof 
they made themſelves abſolute Maſters in civil 


as well as eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, in the Provinces 


of Grand Para and Maranhao ; they reduced the 
People to the hardeſt Slavery, and yet made 
them believe, that they were zealous for their Li- 


berty, and not only got Poſſeſſion of all their 
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Lands and their Produce, but alſo applied to their 
own Profit, the manual Labour of the Inhabi- 
tants; allowing them only what was barely ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport Life, and a wretched Covering 
for their Nakedneſs. They eſtabliſhed in this 
Country, the ſame Maxims that they did in the 
Southern Parts, which I have before mentioned, 
forbidding the Portugueſe Language or any Com- 
munication with them. Thefe Practices were not 
only contrary to the Bulls of our moſt holy Fa- 
thers, Paul III, and Urban VIII. but alſo to the 
Laws made in the Reigns of Don Sebaſtian and 
his Succeſſors, forbidding the making Slaves of 
the Indians. From uſurping the Liberties of the 
Indians, they proceeded to uſurp the Agriculture 
and Trade of thoſe two Provinces, notwithſtand- 
ing the expreſs Prohibition of the Canon Law, 
and formidable Apoſtolick Conſtitutions againſt 
the trading of Regulars, and eſpecially of Mit- 
ſionaries, In contempt of theſe lacred Laws, the 
Fathers of the Society had engroſſed all the 
Trade of theſe Provinces ; having appropriated 
to themſelves, by Violence, every Sort of Trade, 
even that of the Neceſlaries of Life, exerciſing in- 
finite Monopolies condemned equally by the Laws 
of God and of Nature. The Pope himſelf, ſcan- 
dalized at ſuch Proceedings, gave Notice of them 
to his Jate Majeſty, in the Year 1741, who ac- 
quainted the Moſt Holy Father, now with God, 
the late Head of the Church, that he wouid co- 
operate with his Holineſs, in every thing neceſ- 
{ary to ſuppreſs ſuch Enormities: In conſequence 
whereof, the Pope iſſued the formidable and tru- 
ly apoſtolick Bull, dated December 20, 1741, which 
contains ſuch ſignal Proofs of the Wiſdom and 
Prudence of that great Pontiff. The King ſent 
the moſt preciſe and poſitive Orders that the De- 
cilion of his Holineſs ſhould be punctually exe- 
| | cuted; 
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cuted; but all this was nothing. When Don 
Michael de Balboens, Biſhop of Grand Para, of the 
holy Order of Preaching Friars, began to carry 
the Pope's Bull into execution, ſo great an Op- 
poſition was raiſed againſt him, that he could do 
nothing ; and he was afraid of giving Notice 
of this ſcandalous Diſturbance to the Court, leſt 
it ſhould make a fatal Impreſſion on the King's 
Mind, who then laboured under the Malady that 
put an End to his Days, on Zuly 31, 1750. On 
April 30, 1753, his preſent Majeſty nominated 
Franciſco Xavier de Mendoga Fuſtado, to be his 
principal Commiſſary, for the Regulation of the 
Limits; who wrote in the moſt preſſing Manner 
to the Vice Provincial of the Jeſuits, in Grand 
Para and Maranbao, to contribute their utmoſt, 
with the Indians in their Service, to accommo- 
date the principal Commiſſary to the Place where 
the Conferences were to be held. But theſe Fa- 
thers, on the contrary, did all they could to ſtir 
up the Indians to Rebellion and Oppoſition, and 
to engage them to deſert the Places, in the 
Neighbourhood of which the Conferences were 
to be held. They inſulted his Moſt Faithful 
Majeſty's Miniſters and Officers in all Parts of 
the Country, threatening to employ all the Credit 
of their Society againſt ghem, in Portugal, and 
inſtigating the People to moleſt and obſtruct 
them in the execution of their Orders. In ſhort, 
they unpeopled the Settlements along Rio Negro, 
ſo that neither Rowers nor Proviſions for the 
Troops could be found, that were marching to 
the Place of Conference. Notwithſtanding all this, 
his Moſt Faithful Majeſty contented himſelf with 
ſending Exhortations to the Vice Provincial of 
Grand Para, to put a Stop to theſe Diſorders, and 
with commanding the four Jeſuits who had given 
the greateſt Scandal, to be ſent out of the Coun- 
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ery. The principal Commiſſary, at length, ſet 
out to execute his Commiſſion, on Ofober 2, 
1754, but in his whole March was obſtructed by 
the Contrivances of theſe Fathers, who had, as 
before, cauſed to be deſerted the Country thro" 
which he was to paſs. However, he ſurmounted 
all Difficulties in his Expedition to Rio Negro. At 
length, his Moſt Faithful Majeſty juſtly irritated, 
ſent Orders to the Biſhop of Grand Para, to pub- 
Iiſh, without loſs of Time, the Pope's Bull of 
December 20, 1741, which declares all the afore- 
ſaid Indians to be free, and paſſes Sentence of 
Excommunication, on al} who practice, defend, 
teach, or preach the contrary, His Majeſty alſo 
publiſhed, on the 6th and 7th of June, 1756, 
two Laws, renewing and confirming all the Laws 
and Ordinances of his auguſt Predeceſſors, in Fa- 
vour of the Liberties of the Indians. The fe- 
ſuits, alarmed at theſe vigorous Meaſures, which 
the Biſhop of Grand Para, in the Abſence of the 
Captain-General, who was the General of the 
Troops, was to ſee put in execution, endeavoured 
to ſow Sedition amongſt the Troops, and to cauſe 
them to mutiny. From Artifice, they proceeded to 
open Force, which they have employed to ſupport 
themſelves in theſe Cantons, in the ſame manner 
their Spaniſh Brethren have done on their Northern 
Frontiers“. In January, 1756, they had built a 
City called Borba a Noda. This Place was occu- 
pied by Father Anſelm Echart and Father Anthony 
Meiſterbourg; they had two Pieces of Cannon 
with them. Theſc two Fathers have been guilty 
of as many Irregularities as would fill a Volume 


* *Tis very plain how much the Tpani/ Jeſuits had impoſed 
upon their Government, and all its Oficers, ſeeing thoſe worthy 
and intelligent Travellers, Don George Juan and Don Antonio E. 
Uiha, give the higheſt Charatte rof their Policy and Settlements. 
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indeed, one would ſuppoſe them to be Engineers 
in the Diſguiſe of Prieſts, Theſe Diſorders con- 
tinued, when the laſt Advices were received, in 
Auguſt, 1758, and ſo inveterate were theſe Fa- 
thers, and ſuch an undue Influence they have upon 
their Indians, that even the Pope's and the King's 
Authority have not yet entirely brought them to 
their Duty in that Part of the World. Amongſt 4 
the Inſtructions given by the Spaniſh Jeſuits to G 
their Indians when they marched to. join their Ar- | 
my, you will own, my Lord, the following to be 
very extraordinary ones. As often as you meet 
thoſe People whom we abhor, you are to invoke 
the Protection of our Lady, the moſt holy Virgin, 
of St. Michael, St. Joſeph, and all the Saints of 
our Habitations. And when thoſe who hate you 
would ſpeak to you, you ought to excuſe your- 
{elves from entering into Converſation with them; 
taking - eſpecial Care to avoid the Spaniards, and 
ſtill more the Portugueſe; for the Portugueſe are 
the Cauſe of all your Calamities. Call to mind 
that, in former Times, they murdered your Fore- 
fathers; they maſſacred many Thouſands on all 
ſides, not ſparing even the Innocent. They have 
offered a thouſand Inſults, and committed a thou- 
ſand Outrages againſt the Images of the Saints, 
that adorn the Altars of God our Lord. In the 
ſame manner they want to treat us at this Day ; 
wherefore we ought to Study above all Things 
to avoid coming into their Power.” © If it 
ſhould happen that they ſhould want to have a 
parley, with you, let there not be more than five 
Spaniards at moſt. Let there be no Portugueſe; for 
if there be, no good will be done. Suffer not 
Gomez Freira * to come to it; for he it is and his 1 
People who thro' the operation of the Devil 1 


The Portugueſe General, | | 
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bear you ſuch hatred. This Gomez is the Author 
of all your Trouble, of all your Diſtreſs,” by his 
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Impoſitions upon his King, who is our good 
King. It is God, even our Lord, who hath given 
us theſe Lands: This Gomez doth all he can to 
take them from us to impoveriſn us.“ © You 
muſt never believe them when they ſay to you, 
You Indians give your Lands, and all you have to the 
Portugueſe: That muſt not be. If they will 
purchaſe them at the Price of their Blood, you 
muſt offer the ſame Price to keep them. You 
are twenty Nations united to meet them: And 
ſhall rather Joſe your Lives, than deliver up your 
Lands.” Why doth not our King give Por- 
tugueſe Buenos Ayres, Santa Fe, Corientes and 
Paraguais*, Muſt this rigorous Order fall upon 
the poor Indians who are commanded to aban- 
don their Houſes, their Churches, in ſhort all they 
have, and all that God hath given them. We T 
will not yield up theſe Lands. If notwithſtand- 
ing you are deſirous of entering into Conference 
with us, let four Spaniards only come, no harm 
ſhall be done them. The Father + of the Indians, 
who knoweth your Language, will ſerve as Inter- 
preter and then every Thing will be done, be- 
cauſe in that manner Things ought to be treated, 
according to the ordinance of God, otherwiſe 
matters will be tranſacted as the Devil would 
have them. Our Reſolution therefore 1s not to 
go where you would have us. Never have we 
made any irruption into your Lands to kill and 
impoverith you, as the Infidels do, and as you 
yourſelves do; you who come to reduce us to 


* Towns belonging to the Spaniards, 


+ Words pat into their Mouths, ſuppoſing they are Parlying 
with the Portugueſe. 


+ The eat preſiding over tbe Miſſiogs. \ 
M iſery 
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Miſery, as if you knew not the Ordinances of 
God, and what our good King hath commanded.” 

I fear I tire your Lordſhip's Patience; but I was 
willing to give you a Specimen of theſe aban- 
doned and wicked Fathers, who have made ſuch 
abject Slaves of theſe ſimple Indians, and whom 
the fulminations of the Holy Father and the 
King's Edict, were equally inſufficient to recall 
to their Duty, to a Senſe of what they owe to 
their God and to their Sovereign, The Brethren 
of the Society in Portugal, mean time, harboured 
all the Rancour imaginable in their Hearts; 
whilſt their outward Deportment diſplay'd Humi- 
lity and Mortification, We had nevertheleſs ſuch 
good Intelligence, concerning their Behaviour, 
that we were not impoſed upon by this ſhew of 
Sorrow, Where they could or durſt unbo- 
ſom themſelves, they raved inceſſantly againſt 
the King and his Miniſters, intimating that their 
Views were diametrically oppoſite to thoſe of the 
Holy Church, and that ſome Judgment would 
follow them for driving the Venerable Fathers 
from their Miſſions and perſecuting them, and 
thereby giving Scandal to the Indians, and forcing 
them back to their old Idolatry. To others, of 
whoſe Attachment they were leſs aſſured, they 
ſhrugg'd up their Shoulders, nay they wept, and 
wiſh'd that God would turn the Hearts of their 
Enemies and Perſecutors. God knows, our 
Zeal for the Catholick Faith,” they would venture 
to ſay, „was the only Motive to do what we have 
done: Where the Happineſs of living in Wilds, 
Woods and Deſarts and amongſt a [ſtupid and 
| barbarous People, expoſed to all the Dangers, 
and all the Inclemencies of the Country and Clt- 
mate, unleſs we were ſtimulated by higher Mo- 
tives than Intereſt? Alas! we fear the Tem- 


poral Powers, are too refin'd, and ſet too light by 
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the Cauſe of Religion, when they can a@ fo 
cruelly againſt its Propagators and Defenders 
Ah! what will become of our poor Proſelytes ? 
Will they not return to that Ignorance and Bar- 
bariſm out of which we had dragg'd them? 
Oh! who muſt be anſwerable, at the great Day, 
tor ſo many Souls, thus loſt to, and, as it were, 
plundered from Heaven?“ 

Theſe Inſinuations were not confined to Portu- 
gal; but the Emiſſaries of the Society ſpread the 
blackeſt Calumnies againſt his Moſt Faithful Ma- 
jeſty, his Miniſters and Officers, in every Nation 
and at every Court where they had the leaſt In- 
fluence. They, in ſhort, ſo work'd upon the 
Common People here, and upon their Devotees, 
that every where was to be heard Whiſpers and 
Inſinuations againſt the Wiſdom of his Majeſty and 
his Councils, nor was the Royal Palace exempted 
from the Influence of their cunning Artifices. Even 
her Majeſty and one of the Princeſſes were pre- 
judiced by them, and his Highneſs, the Infant Don 
Pedro, became an Interceſſor for theſe Miſcreants, 
who now plainly demonſtrated that they abound- 
ed more in the Wiſdom and Policy. of this 
World, than in the Humility and Meekneſs of 
the Goſpel. 

We were not Idle, on our Parts, and tho' we 
gave them ſuch a Latitude of Expreſſion, and 
teem'd to wink at their Machinations, his Moſt 
Faithful Majeſty was reſolved to make a proper 
Example (without giving, however, too great Scan- 
dal to our Holy Religion) of this Machiavelian 
Fraternity. For this purpoſe, at length, the 
Bull of the Holy Father, Benedict xiv. was or- 
dered to be Publiſhed, in which it appeared that 
the wiſe Head of the Church, after examining 
the Proofs againſt the Society, as well as their 
Defence, in relation to their Practices, in the Do- 
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minions of the two Kings, in South America, was 
fully convinced that the ſeveral Accuſations 
brought againſt theſe holy Fathers were thorough- 
ily well grounded, and that a ſpeedy Reformation 
of the Society was abſolutely neceſſary. 

Authoriſed by this Bull, our good Friend, the 
worthy Cardinal Saldanba immediately ſet about 
executing his Commiſſion. He viſited all their 
Houſes, at Liſbon, in Perſon, beginning with the 
Houſe of Profeſſion at St. Roque, where even the 
Tabernacle * did not eſcape his penetrating Search. 
I will not treſpaſs upon your Patience, to tell you 
the Diſcoveries from this Viſitation ; but, in a few 
Words, from thence we had ſufficient Reaſon to 
perceive, that the Intereſt and Authority of thts 
Soctety were entirely repugnant to thoſe of the 
King, and contrary to the Welfare of the People 
of a well governed State, We have ample Te- 
ſtimonies, and they are ſuch as aſtoniſhed the 
good Cardinal, that no Self-denial, no Mortifica- 
tions were practiſed by the Members of the So- 
ciety of Jeſus ; but that every Appetite and every 
Paſſion has its Gratification provided for. In ſhorr, 
it was plain that they were a Community, a Re- 
publick, what ſhall I call it, within another, and 
ever counteracting its ſalutary Purpoſes. Af— 
ter this Search, his Eminence ſignified to all the 
Colleges, “that they ſhould, within the Space of 
three Days, deliver up to him the Keys of all 
their Warehouſes of India Goods and Effects, up- 
on Pain of Excommunication ; all their Accompt- 
Books, Caſh-Books, Letter-Books, Bills of Ex- 
change ; together with an exa& Account of all 
their Eſtates, Lands, ready Money, Debts, Bene- 


* A Cloſet near the Altar, where the conſecrated Wafers, or 
Hoſts are kept. 


+ Much the ſame Reaſons have prevented the Toleration of 
the Romi/e Religion in England. 
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fices annexed to their Colleges, and of all their 
Revenues and Poſſeſſions whatioever.*” He ap- 
pointed, alſo Sub Delegates, to inſpect and take 
an Account of theſe Matters, in America and the 
Indies. 

So much theſe Fathers had impoſed upon the 
ignorant and ſuperſtitious“, that the Clamour was 
general throughout LD, in their favour, and I 
believe had not great Care been taken, would 
nave occaſioned very bad Conſequences. The 
Fathers endeavoured to give many Reaſons againſt 
complying with this Injunction. They pretended 
to aſſert, that they carried on no Commerce but 
with what they got in return for Breves d' Amarcaty 
Veroncias |, and Sanices||i, That the Gentile Con- 
verts to whom they were given, out of Gratitude 
and Reverence, made them Preſents of Cacao, 
Sugar, Coffee, India Silks, and Callicoes, and that, 
though the King might prohibit them from con- 
tinuing this Kind of Traffick, he had not a Right 
in Juſtice or Equity, to ſeize on their then Poſ- 
ſeſſions, or what they had for their Maintenance, At 
the ſame time, the Cardinal Patriarch, Archbiſhop 
of Liſbon, iſſued a Paſtora! Letter, which took from 
the Society all Power of preaching and hearing 
Confeſſions, and allowing them only to tay Maſs, 
They are forbid to have any Schools or Acade- 


mies (this is ſtriking at the Root, & your Lord- 


* This, from the Pen of a Portugueſe, carries a ſtrange Ab- 
ſurdity wich it. Were not the whole Nation Slaves always to 
Ignorance and the groſſeſt Superſtition ? 

+ Theſe are ſhort Sentences, conſecrated by the Pope, and 
incloſed in Silk, in the Form of a Ball or Pincuſhion. 

{ Medals of Saints, made of Copper. 

Images in Parchment, and others in Relievo, 

{ Pity it is, that ſo many of the Subjects of England are 
ſent to Se. Omer's and Douay. Surely, without infringing too 


much the natural Authority of miſtaken Parents, this might 
be prevented, 
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ſhip will ſay) all their Scholars have been ſent to the 
Dominicans * Colleges, and put under the Tuition of 
thoſe Fathers. It was neceſſary alſo to prohibit 
their viſiting of the Priſoners in Goal: Offices 
of that kind, which carry with them ſuch a ſhew 
of Mercy and chriſtian Compaſſion, made too 
deep an impreſſion upon the Vulgar, in favour 
of the Feſuits, The Trinitarian Fathers were 
appointed, therefore, to attend that Duty and to 
adminiſter to Criminals at the Place of Execution. 
The Patriarch diſpatched, alſo, circular Letters 
to all the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of theſe 
Kingdoms Þ enjoining them to hinder the Jeſuits 
from preaching and confeſſing, and the Society 
were ordered at the ſame Time to ſhut up all 
their Diſpenſaries and prohibited from ſelling any 
more Medicines or Drugs, which had alſo con- 
tributed, too much, to raiſe them in the Opini- 
on of the Populace. 

Your Lordſhip will imagine, without doubt, 
that the good Fathers were not idle during theſe 
Attacks upon them; and as they had a faſt hold 
of the Conſciences of many miſtaken People of 
the firſt Rank, particularly the Females, there 
was no hindering their being ſtill their ſecret 
and private Confeſſors and moulding them as 
they pleaſed. And indeed, the Edict of 1733, 
ſo wiſely iſſued by his Moſt Faithful Majeſty, 
and which, but for the late dreadful Earthquake, 
and its fatal Conſequences would have been carri- 
ed into Execution with the utmoſt Rigour, or- 
dering all Convents to deliver in Liſts of the 
Eſtates purchaſed by, or bequeathed to them, ſince 
the Ancient Law of Martmain, and alſo for 
producing the Ancient Charters, or Eſtabliſh- 


Out of the Frying-Pan into the Fire. 
7 Portugal and Algarue. 


ments 


9 e ũ , . RES 


CST 
ments of their ſeveral Convents, with a view to 
ſhew the encreaſe of their Communities ſince 
their reſpective Inſtitutions. I ſay, my Lord, this 
Edict had ſo much alarmed every Hive of Drones 
throughout the Kingdom, that they made as it 
were one common Cauſe with the Fe/urts, againſt 
the Adminiſtration: So that notwithſtanding the 
Power and Firmneſs of his Majeſty and his Mi- 
niſters, our Deſigns, ſo ſalutary for the Nation, 
would have met with prodigious Obſtacles, had 
not the Wickedneſs and Malice of the Jeſuits 
hurried them into the late Conſpiracy, which will 
conſequently open the Eyes of the People, and 
fatisfy them of their true Intereſt. So that Good 
will thence reſult out of Evil“. 

Joſeph Maſcarenhas t, whom you was well ac- 
quainted with when you was at Liſbon, had, about 
the Time of theſe Proceedings againſt the Jeſuits, 
entirely ruined himſelf in the Opinion of his Ma- 
xy. The Pride and Inſolence of his Behaviour 
had been long inſupportable, and after his Moſt 
Faithful Majeſty had interfered and put à Stop 
to ſome of thoſe Proceedings which he. had car- 
ried on for the aggrandizement of his Family, 
every Look, every Action ſeemed to breath Dit- 
obedience, Rebellion, and Treaſon. You can+ 
not forget his Uncle F. Gaſpar de Incarnagao, and 
with what Authority he was veſted by the late 
King of Pious Memory t. You remember too, my 
Lord, to have heard me ſay, that his preſent Ma- 


This is talking like a true Stateſman, Indeed Conſpira- 


cies and Rebellions where they prove unſucceſsful, are ſure to 
ſtrengthen the Hands of Government. 


+ The late Duke D' Aveiro ; but this Letter being writ- 


ten after his Degradation and Execution, never mentions his 
Titles. 


T This Expreſſion was meant, I ſuppoſe, as a Sneer, and not a 
Compliment, F. Gaſpar was a Franciſcan Friar, 
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jefty, when Prince of the Brazils, was treated of- 
ten too freely by him. However, what F. Gaſpar 
did by his Influence, in favour of his Family, 
puffed up Foſeph Maſcarenhas to ſuch a Degree of 
Vanity and Inſolence, as, added to his natural 
Vices, made him perfectly intolerable. Once he 
had the Aſſurance, having entered the Preſence 
at the ſame Time with me, and when I was pteſſ- 
ing to inform his Majefty of ſomewhat the Duties 
of my Poſt required he ſhould know, he rudely ſtep- 
ped in before me, and when the Audience was over, 
{aid ſarcaſtically; * Remember, my Lord, the Diffe- 
rence between the Houſe of Aveiro and that littls 
Houſe of *****,” Indeed there was ſome Diffe- 
rence then; but the Houſe of ***** 15 illuſtrious 
by its Zeal and Fidelity to its Sovereign, and 
would hardly now envy the Condition of the Maſ- 
carenbaſes. 1 don't give your Lordſhip this little 
Anecdote from the revengeful Remembrance of 
an Injury“, but to ſhew you how far his Vanity 
could carry him. You know, with regard to his 
general Character, the i/luſtrious Maſcarenhaſes had 
no Reaſon to boaſt of their Repreſentative. He 
was a Libertine, Debauchee, a lukewarm Friend, 
and a bitter, implacable Enemy ; nor was there 
at Liſbon one Soul, that had any Affection for 
him, out of the Circle of his own Family. A 
Man of this Character was a proper Subject for 
the Jeſuits to work up to their Purpoſes, even had 
he had no imaginary Grievances of his own: But 
theſe were not wanting ; for if the being excluded 
his Majeſty's Councils was a great one F, the hin- 
dering him from procuring the Lite Grants and 


* I fear the Stateſman here denies what is plain to every 
one elſe. 


+ It muſt be obſerved, that hie preſent Majeſty had been ſo 
inſulted and oveiborp by the late Miniſter, When Prince, that he 
hated the whole Family ever alter. 
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Commendams of his Family from being unali-. 
enably added to their Patrimonial Eſtate, (for they 
were truly ſubject to the ſame Regulations with 
the reſt of the eccleſiaſtical Benefices of the King- 
dom,) and the putting a Stop to his Deſign upon 
the Cadaval Eſtates, were more than ſufficient to 
inflame a Man of his Temper, againſt the Govern- 
ment. 

Foſeph Ma ſcarenbas had endeavoured to contract, in 
a moſt clandeſtine manner, a Marriage between his 
Son the Marquis of Gouvea, and Lady Margaret de 
Lorena immediate Siſter to the Duke of Cadaval, 
Don Nuno Cajetan de Mello, in order to blend that 
illuſtrious Houſe with his own. At the ſame 
Time that he put every ſiniſter Method in Prac- 
tice to hinder the minor Duke, who had never had 
the Small Pox, from entering into the Marriage 
State, by fomenting and ſtirring up Law Suits and 
Executions againſt him“, in order to throw his 
Eſtates into ſuch a perplexed Situation, as to De- 
prive him of the Means neceſſary to bear the 
Expences of a Marriage, with which he might en- 
deavour to continue his illuſtrious Houſe . Sti- 
mulated to helliſh Fury by the bars that were 
put, by royal Authority, to his Projects for this Mar- 
riage, he endeavoured to bring over to his Party, all 
the Diſcontented and Factious, who brooded over 
their imaginary Grievances, and not only forbore to 
approach the Court himſelf, where, he uſed to ſay, 
he had rather have his Legs cut off than appear, 
but he inſtigated others to ſhew the ſame Diſ- 
reſpe&t to the Royal Preſence: Nay, we had 


* One would be apt to imagine from ſome ſimilarity of 
Language here, that the Writer of this Letter was the Drawer 
up of the Genuine Sentence, which muſt give the more credit 
to this Account. 

+ Is not the Letter Writer a branch of the Cadava/ Family? 
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plain Proofs that he ſuffered himſelf to be flat- 
tered by his Sycophants with Titles never be- 
ſtow'd upon any but the Sovereigns of this King- 
dom, and to have it ſaid that the Throne * was 
the only Step that could raiſe him to a more illuſ- 
trious Situation. The Quarrel, the open War, 
that had ſubliſted between his Uncle, the late Mi- 
niſter, F. Gaſpar, and the Jeſuits, which had been 
unbatedly purſued by the Duke and all the Family, 
ſeem'd to be the only Obſtacle in the way of the 
pernicious Union of Intereſts between them; but 
this was ſoon got over; a like Refentment ſubſiſted 
againſt his Majeſty and his Government on both 
Sides, and the wiley Fathers (who never ſtand out 
when their Order is to be benefited or reveng- 
ed FT) made all ſuch abject Advances to a Recon- 
ciliation as ſuited Foſeph's Vanity, and, at the ſame 
Time, ' flattered his vindictive Temper. They 
viſited him, in the moſt private Manner, at his 
Houſes in and near Liſbon, and a coalition of In- 
tereſts was there reſolved upon, after the moſt 
ſolemn Reconciliation between them had been 
brought about. It would amaze and ftartle 
you had you heard, as I have done, what Diſ- 
courſe paſſed at theſe Conferences: There the 
blackeſt Schemes were canvaſs'd over, and the 
deſigning Fathers, particularly gave the moſt 
flattering Hopes to Foſeph, even, endeavouring to 
prove that his right to the ſupreme Authority 
in theſe Kingdoms, was inconteſtable , enlarging 
upon all the diſaffected Topicks againſt the pre- 


* The Dukes D' Awveiro, were of the blood of the ancient 
Kings of Portugal, and when the Spaniards were expelled, an 
Anceſtor of the late Duke and the Marquis de Villa Real, were 
both propoſed for Sovereigns of Portugal, with the Duke of 
Braganxa; but the Friends of the latter carried it for him. 

+ This is, it may be remembred, a Character of the Jeſuits, 
by a Portugueſe ! 


t See the Note above. 
K ſent 


n 
ſent Government, and mingling all with the bit- 
tereſt Reproaches, and the moſt accurſed Threats 
againſt his Moſt Faithful Majeſty, and, upon the 
Whole, ending in a Promiſe not only to abſolve 
any one that ſhould attempt his Moſt Sacred 
and Invaluable Life; but flattering Joſeph that if 
ſuch attempt was made, and ſhould ſucceed, they 
had Credit enough with the People, to get him 
rais'd to the Throne, and that, the Deed once 
done, it would be eaſy to throw the Odium of it 
upon others, or to put it to the Account of a 
Miſtake; his Majeſty paſſing from one Place to 
another, with very little Ceremony or Atten- 


dance. They expatiated upon the Oppreſſions 
the Nobles laboured under*, and the Privileges 


* Whatever the noble Letter Writer may fay to excuſe it, 
there was too much ground for this Imputation. Upon the 
raifing the Duke of Braganza to the Throne, in 1640, which 
was principally brought about by the Nobility; they took care 
to re-eſtabliſh their Ancient form of Government, According] 
their natural Ces or Aſſemblies of the States were — 
Theſe Aſſemblies were compoſed of the Nobility, the Clergy 
and the Commonalty, the latter repreſented by Deputies from 
the principal Towns and Cities of the Kingdom. They did 
not indeed enact Laws, but they adviſed them. They levied 
Taxes, and took Cognizance of many other Matters of the 
laſt Importance. The Nobility were alſo main Inftruments ip 
depoſing Alphonſo and railing Peter to the Throne, and were 
ſo generous and publick Spirited as to ſerve in all the Court 
Offices, without Fee or Salary, reſolving to ſupport the Dignity 
of the Crown without burthening the People, in Times of 
Difhculty and Diſtreſs. But when John V. came to the 
Throne, he took all Opportunities to curb and oppreſs his 
Nobles and, upon very frivolous Pretences baniſhed and con- 
fined Numbers of them, ſaying to them publickly, „My 
Grandfather feared you, and my Father loved you; but I nei- 
ther love you, nor fear you, and will make you know, that I 
am, and will be, the abſolute Sovereign of this Kingdom.” 
This Monarch was as good as his Word, and, by various Me- 
thods oppreſs'd and ruin'd the whole Body, and, to Crown. all, 
there being a conſiderable Debt owing to them from the Go- 
vernment, (the Intereſt of which was made an entailed Eſtate 


they 
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they had been deprived of in the laſt and pre ſent 
Reign; endeavouring to palliate all the Crimes 
and bad Behaviour of that Body, and to prove 
that they were wantonly injured and oppreſſed 


by the Crown; whereas, neither in the laſt or 


preſent Reign had any thing been ever done of 
that kind, but for the Benefit of the People in 
general“, and to ſecure the Independency of the 


Crown, which was much indangered by their 
proud and factious Cabals. 


There was another Reaſon that ſerv*d very 


probably to work up Joſeph to the late Deſperate 
and atrocious Action P HETHELEHESELELEELST 
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to their Families, and was in ſome of them almoſt the only In- 
heritance they had) the Pay ment of the Intereſt was ſuddenly 
ſtopped, very arbitrarily; but the Principal, they were inform- 
ed, ſhould be paid them, whenever they could find free Lands 
for its ſafe Inveſtiture according to entail. This was an Im- 
poſſibility; for the Church had engroſſed almoſt all the Lands 
that did not belong to the Crown, or were not entailed al- 
ready in noble Families. So that many of the Nobility 
were reduced to Indigence, and ſo continue to this Day. 
Some of the great Offices indeed were filled by them; but 
they are too few to gratify a tenth Part of thoſe who ought 
to be provided for, and all the Salaries are very trifling. 
The ſame humbling Steps have been taken by his preſent 
Portugueſe Majeſty, which may, together with the Hardſhips 
and Reſtrictions laid upon ſome particular Families, be one Rea- 
ſon that ſo many of the Nobility embark'd in the late deteſta- 
ble Conſpiracy. 

This, I believe, is a very fallacious Apology, as may be 
ſeen by the preceeding Note; but we could expect no other 
from this Quarter. If the Nobility of Portugal, indeed, had 
not join'd the Sovereign in oppreſſing the Common People; 
the latter would, no doubt, have been a Bulwark againſt the 
Ruin of the Grandees and Nobility ; but 'tis Experience that 
alone can make ſome Perſons Wiſe. Happy the Country 


where the Independeacy of the Nobility and the Liberty of the 


Commons have a mutual Dependence upon each other, and 
form a Mound againſt the Incroachments of Sovereign Pre- 
rogative |! 

T The words in this part of my Manuſcript were very care- 
fully eraſed; but I muſt needs ſay this very Eraſement ſcems to 


afford 
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And now, my Lord, I'll endeavour to account 
for the Tavoras joining with a Relation ſo much 


hated and deſpiſed by them, as was Joſeph Maſca- 


renbas. 


afford ſome Ground for what has been aſſerted, and that 
from no mean Authority. The Dutcheſs of Aueire is a 
very beautiful Lady, and was always addreſs'd by ** ####, 
with a more than ordinary Politeneſs, of which, it is ſaid, ſhe 
was far from being Inſenſible. The *, tho? exceeding ob- 
ſervant of the ***** gave her much umbrage upon this 
Account, and the late Duke uſed his Lady with a great deal 
of Rigour and Cruelty for two Years paſt. What ſeems to 
contradict ſuch a Suppoſition is the Dutcheſs's being ſent 
into Confinement with ker Family; but that might be done 
on purpoſe to ſave Appearances. *Tis ſtrange that the Favourites 
of the ****#* ſhould be embarked in the Conſpiracy, if they 
did not imagine their Miſtreſs injured ; but, to be plain 
a Thirſt for Vengeance on this Account, (for it has been 
ſeen how tender the Portugutſe are of their Honour,) is ſaid 
to be the real Motive that link'd the Taworas in this Deſign 
with a Man they hated ſo much as they did the Duke 
a" Awveiro, tho' ſo near a Relation. The Portugueſe Punctilio 
might be very well ſuppos'd to be carried to the Height of 
even deſtroying a S———n, for a Treſpaſs of this kind, 
who, they found returning, in a private Manner from diſho- 
nouring their Houſe. To this cauſe muſt be aſcribed the 
great Numbers of Family Meetings, both before and aſter 
the Attempt upon the King. In ſhort, nothiag leſs than fuch 
a mortal, and never to be forgiven Injury, could unite ſo 
many Branches of a Family together, who had, in every other 
ReſpeR, almoſt, very different Intereſts and many of whom 
had regarded each other with a moſt implacable Hatred 
The Aſſaſſinating a Monarch, from ſuch frivolous Cauſes, as 
are aſſigned in our Letter, or even in the Sentence pub- 
liſhed by Authority, was no ſuch light Matter, as to be at- 
tempted by Perſons eaſy in their Fortunes, and of the high- 
eſt Rank, one would think, who muſt be very ſenſible of the 
Conſequences of a Diſcovery. For it does not appear, by any af- 
ter Proceedings, tho' they were many Weeks at Liberty, that they 
meditated any thing further than the Death of him who had 
diſgraced their illuſtrious Houſe. Had they intended a chinge 
of Government, or to breed further Convulſions in the Ni- 
tion, they would not have waited till the King's recovery, or 
been ſo inſenſible as to ſuffer the Troops to approach Lian, 
in ſuch a Manner without an Attempt, at leaſt, to pre- 
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renhas. As Eleanor de Tavora * was exceſſive proud 
and haughty, ſo ſhe was equally ſuperſtitious and 
enthuſiaſtick, and fo attached to the Jeſuits, that, 
ever ſince they were forbid accefs to Court, ſhe 
had not only reſented it as an Injury done to thoſe 
Fathers, but even to herſelf, notwithſtanding all 
the World knew the Motives (as before given 
you) of their Diſgrace. But what principally 
had irritated her againſt his Majeſty, was the Re- 
fuſal to break through all Forms, Orders and Pre- 
cedents, by making her Huſband a Duke, ſoon 
after his Arrival from the Vice Royalty of the 
Tadies, where it cannot be denied that he did the 
State ſome confiderable Services F. That Lady 


herſelf and, by her Inſtigation, her Huſband, had 
preſented Memorials, and inceſſantly perſecuted 
the Miniſtry to obtain a Diſtinction that, it was 
mildly repreſented, had never been granted for 
ſuch Services. This raiſed her Fury to the utmoſt 
Height, and you muſt in Juſtice allow, that no 
Woman had a more proud, infernal Spirit. Tho' 


vent it. No; and 'tis plain, by their waiting ſo quietly for 
his recovery, they imagined tney were not in any Danger 
of a Diſcovery, and remain'd ſatisfy'd with the Vengeance 
they had taken. If theſe Reports however, and this Con- 
jecture have any Foundation, what Pain it muſt give one 
to reflect upon the Tortures the Criminal endured, and how 
could one wiſh that his M.jeſty had, at leaſt, put them to a 
leis painful Death. 

* The Marchioneſs of Tavora. 

+ No Viceroy of Goa, ever comported himſelf with more Gran- 
deur, Magnificence and Bravery. He was a good and a great Man 
(tho? he ſo unhappily fell into this Snare) nor was the Marchio- 
neſs, the Creature repreſented in the above Letter. When the 
Marquis arrived at Goz, in 17509, the King of Sunda had com- 
mitted great Outrages upon the Portugueſe Territories, and by 
the il! Management of the former Viceroy, had made himſelf 
very formidavie. His Dominions lie very near to Goa, and the 
Mu: quis of Tawora, in the Year 1553, put an End to the War 
intiely, by the Conquelt of his Kingdom, after gaining ſeveral 
conſidetahle Victories over him. 
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the Purſuit of this new Dignity was dictated from 
the Conſideration of rivalling her hated Brother- 
in-Law ; yet the! Jeſuits, who were informed of 
her Diſappointment and conſequent Rage, from 
her Confeſſor, one of their Society, made that 
Diſappointment a Means of reconciling them, 
and of putting them jointly upon the Deſtruction 
of his muſt ſacred Majeſty. This Reconciliation 
was brought about at the Marchioneſs's Houſe, 
where they perſuaded Maſcarenbas to wait upon 
her, ſoothe and flatter her to his and their Pur- 
poſes, by which ſhe became a Principal in the di- 
abolical Conſpiracy.“ Could any thing be more 
extraordinary, my Lord, than this Coalition, when 
it is remembered, that there ſubſiſted between the 
two Parties, Jealouſy, Envy and Malice, and that 
Ma ſcarenbas had endeavoured, on many Occaſions, - 
to prejudice the Tavoras in, and to gain Poſſeſſion 
of Part of their Fortune. But what could be difi- 
cult to effect by Art like the Jeſuits, and a Cun- 
ning like that of the abandoned Maſcarenbas? 
After this Reconciliation, they all jointly and 
feverally endeavoured to draw every Branch of 
the Family, and others, into their execrable De- 
figns, which they too well effected, and her Huſ- 
band, two Sons, and Son-in-Jaw, were the Dupes 
of Eleanor's fatal Councils, which have ended in the 
Ruin of the Family. They held frequent Meet- 
ings and Cabals at Maſcarenbaſes and Tavoras 
Houſes, and at the two Convents of Autao and 
St. Roque, as well as other Colleges of the Jeſuits, 
at which Meetings, Gabriel Malagrida, Fobn de 
Matos, Jobn Alexander and other Jeſuits, were al- 
ways preſent; and in which it was debated and 


* Motives, ſo triſliag, I fear, juſtify the Suggeſtion in the 
Note, at p. 75. 


reſolved 
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reſolved that his moſt ſacred Majeſty ſhould be 


killed, and a Change brought about in the Go- 
vernment. By Zleanor's great Influence over 
Francis Aſixes of Tavora Lewis de Tavora+, 
Joſeph Maria, her ſecond Son, and Jerommo de 
Attaide 4 , her Son-in-law, ſhe ſo decoy'd them 
from their Allegiance; their Duty, Honour and 
every thing hitherto held by them the moſt ſa- 
cred, that they, at length, joined in all the 
Schemes of Maſcarenbas and the Jeſuits, who had a 
prime Hand, alſo, in their Defection, with a Warmth 
and Perſeverance truly infernal. Nay, they drew, 
by one means or other, into different Degrees 
of Guilt, every Relation or Dependant of their 
Family, almoſt, whoſe Names, however, I hope, 
will not be made publick upon this Occaſion, tho? 
for our own Security we have been -obliged to 
confine their Perſons, and of courſe muſt baniſh 
them the Realm. 

Thus, my Lord, you plainly perceive the 
Nature, Riſe, and Motives of this Conſpiracy, 
the firſt thing I propoſed to inform you of, by 
which it muſt plainly appear to your Lordſhip, 
That the Feſuits were excited by Revenge (for 
being driven from Court, and all Manage- 
ment of Affairs, and thence reduced to an Impoſ- 
ſibility of continuing or palliating their deſpo- 
tick Tranſactions in America:) That Joſeph Maſ- 
carenhas (who was Author of a thouſand Cabals 
and Clamours, both againſt his late and preſent 
Majeſty, by means of the Miniſters and Factions 
of V. Gaſpar his Uncle,) was ſtimulated alſo by 
Revenge, diſappointed Pride and Ambition, to 
engage inthe dreadful Plot with the ſaid Jets, 
and that the ſame Paſſions, together with a ſuperſti- 


* Marquis of Tawora. 
+ His Son, the younger Marquis, 
t Earl of Atrougura. 
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tious Veneration for the Feſuits, drew in Eleanor 
de Tavora: And that her Artifices, thoſe of Maf- 
carenbas and the Jeſuits, made the reſt of that Fa- 
mily, Partakers of their Crimes. 

And now all Parties being agreed, a ſolemn 
Meeting was held, in which the Murder of his Moſt 
Faithful Majeſty was finally projected, not one re- 
lenting Voice amongſt them pleading for MERx CV 
to their Lord, their King, their Father, and to 
God's Vicegerent, whoſe Death theſe Wretches 
were facrilegiouſly plotting in this ſecret Manner. 
Seprember the third was fix'd upon as the Day that 
was to rob the Portugueſe of his Majeſty's Care 
and unwearied Protection : For which Purpoſe, 
Maſcarenbas engaged two villainous Bravoes to aſ- 
ſiſt him (Anthony Alvarez Ferreira, formerly a 
Domeſtick of his, and Foſeph Policarp de zevedo, 
Brother- in-· law to Anthony) in way laying his Ma- 
jeſty in the Paſſage from his Country Houſe of 
do Mayo, to that called de Cima T, and in the at- 
tempt to deſtroy him. He gave them Money to 
buy Horſes, and was ſeveral Times on Horſeback 
with them, to bring them acquainted with the 
King's Carriage, which they were to attack, and 
to ſhoot his moſt ſacred Majeſty, for which a Re- 
ward of forty Moidores was to be given them 
(a Condition which was performed by his paying 
them ſixteen at one Time, four at another, and 
twenty at a third Payment) which Reward was 
paid by himſelf, Francis de Tatora, Eleanor de 
Tavora, and Feronymo de Atlaide Emanuel Aluarez 
Ferreira, John Michael and Blaze Foſeph Romeirs, 
the two former Servants to Foſeph Maſcarenbas, 
and the latter Servant, and Corporal in the Com- 
pany of Lewis de Tavera, were allo brought to 


* The Middle Palace. 
+ The upper Palace, See the Note at p. 42. 
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aſſiſt in perpetrating the horrid Crime. Ning 
Horſes were provided, and a Diſguiſe for Maſca. 
renbas, who was to make the firſt Attack. Mean- 
time, the Jeſuits talked in all Places of the At- 
tachment of the Nobility to them; * threatened 
the. Court with the divine Chaſtiſement, and ſug- 
geſted, that his Majeſty could not live over the 
Month of September *, which Suggeſtion was vent- 
ed in the Tone of a Prophecy, particularly by 
Father Gabriel Malagrida, who was the bittereſt 
Enemy his Majeſty had, even in that infernal So- 
ciety, where every one was inveterately fo. 


When the fatal Night came, they all poſted 


themſelves (that is, all the Male Conſpirators al- 


ready mentioned,) in ſeveral Parties or Am- 
buſhes, within a ſmall Piece of Ground, lying 
between the Northern Extremity of the Houſes 
belonging to the Garden called ds Meyo and the 
oppolite South Extremity of the Garden called 
de Cima, thro*' which his Moſt Faithful Majeſty 
generally returned Home, when he had — a- 
broad privately, as happened to be the Caſe this 
Night; ſo that if he eſcaped the firſt Ambuſh, 
the others were all ready to receive him. Upon 
his Majeſty's Carriage turning the Corner of the 
aforeſaid' Northern extremity of the Garden 
Houſes of do Mayo, ' Foſeph Maſcarenbas, came 
out from an Archway, where he, Alvarez Ferreira, 
Policarp Azevedo and John Michael lay conceat- 
ed, and aiming a Blunderbuſs at his Majeſty's 
Coachman, honeſt Coſtodio da Coſta, endeavoured 
to fire but it happily miſs'd, otherwiſe had 
it went off and the Coachman been diſpatch- 
ed, his Majeſty would have become 3 


»The good Fathers here, were a little out in theit Politicks, 
as will be feen in the Sequel; but, good Men, to be ſure they 


little expected that his err Faithful —_— woald _ : 
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Prey to theſe inhuman Butchers; but the Coach- 
man ſeeing the Flaſh, and imagining the Piece 
was aimed to murder him, put on his Mules at 
a very great Rate. Hereupon Ferreira and Azevedo, 
the two Bravocs, were obliged to gallop after the 
Carriage and fir'd, at random, thro' the Back of 
it, beating i it almoſt all to Pieces, and wounding 
his Majeſtyin many parts of his Body, with Slugs, 
which ſeemed to be made uſe of the better to ſecure 
the fatal Purpoſe they were intended for his Ma- 
jeſly's Death. And here the preſence of mind of my 
Sovereign and that calmneſs fo natural to him, 
was the immediate Cauſe, under Providence, that 
we now ſtill have the Happineſs to live under 
his Government; for he immediately reflecting 
that his chief Surgeon liv'd at Jungueira, and 
that if he advanc'd on his intended Way to his 


Palace at Ajuda, he ſhould be further from help, 


and might expire with the loſs of Blood, which 
he perceived flow'd plentifully from his many 
large Wounds; forebore Sigh, Groan or Com- 
plaint, and with his remaining Strength ordered 
the Carriage to turn back from the Place it 
then was in, to Jungueira, to the Houſe of his faid 
chief Surgeon, by which means his Moſt Sacred 
Majeſty eſcaped the other Ambufhes that were 
laid for him, by ſome of which he muſt certainly 
have been Diſpatched. His Wounds were found 
ſo extremely dangerous that it was thought pro- 
per he ſhould continue at Fungueira for a few 
Days, *till he could with Safety be removed to 
one of his Palaces. 

One ſees, my Lord, in his Majeſty's eſcape, the 
evident and Wonder-working hand of Provi- 
dence, determined, thro' Mercy and Favour to 


Portugal, to preſerve his Moſt Sacred Majeſty's 


Life, 3 ſuch imminent Perils and Dangers. 
And tho* the Pain his Majeſty afterwards went 
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thro', the excruciating. Torture of his Wounds” 
and his Cure, were ſuf tent one would think to 
have brought him to 15 Grave; yet his admira- 
ble Patience and conformity to the Directions of 
his Phyſicians and Surgeons, the Prayers of the 
whole Nation, under the Bleſſing of our Lord 
God. reſtored hith to all our Deſires and Wiſhes. 

The Criminals who had actually fired and thoſe 
who waited in the other Ambuſhes, returned af- 
ter the Commiſſion of this horrid Fact, to the 
Road leading to 1 Garden, glorying 
in what they had done; but ſtrangely fearful that 
they had not thoroughly diſpatched his Moſt 
Sacred Majeſty. Maſcarenbas ſtruck his Blunder- 
bus which miſs'd Fire, upon the Stones, and had 
the infernal Impudence to ſay, Damnation ſeize 
thee! when I want thee thou art of no uſe to me. 
Francis de Tavora making ſome doubt that his Ma- 
jeſty was kill'd, Maſcarenbas cry'd No matter; 
if be is not dead he ſhall die; another ſaid, Aye, but 
the Point is, when will he be able to go out, Sc. The 
|] next Day the Helliih Conſpirators had a Family 
meeting, wherein ſome reproached Anthony Alva- 
rex and the other Bravo, for not having done the 
Buſineſs effectually, others ſaid, had he not turn'd 
off to Junqueira, he would not have eſcap'd 
their ſurer Aim. And from the fatal Night to 
the Day they were ſecured, which was not till 
Dec. 28, they appeared as alert and gay as if 
nothing had happened, and, indeed, ſeemed to be 
wrapt up in the Idea that no Suſpicion had fallen 


upon them; but they were very greatly miſ- 
taken. 


It was upon the affembling of a cabinet Coun- 

cil as ſoon as his Majeſty was able to diſcourſe, 

which was not under Six or Seven Days, that 
we fix'd upon ſuch a Plan as we thought would 

readieſt conduce to diſcover the Perpetrators of 


1. this 


I 
b 


1 
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this horrid Inſult. At firſt, the faithful Servants 


of his Majeſty ſtood aghaſt; we look'd at one 


another, as if we were Wild, and even a Diſ- 
truſt of every Perſon around us inſinuated itſelf 


into our. Minds, and we ſeem'd to give all over 


for loſt, But our Souls, at length, reſum'd their 
firmneſs and we gave ſuch Orders as we thought 


proper. The Queen was veſted with the exe- 


cutive Authority, an Injunction againſt ſpeaking 


or talking of State Affairs was publiſhed, and 
ſecret Orders were ſent to the Troops cantoned 
at a Diſtance from Liſbon, to move ſlowly, and 
as it were in the common rout of Duty, towards 
that Capital, at the ſame Time that we ſent down 
ſuch Officers to Command them as we could de- 
pend upon the Fidelity of. Meantime, I felected 
Ten or a Dozen of thoſe Followers whom I could 
moſt readily depend upon, and who, yet, were 
not known, publickly, to be my Creatures, Theſe 


J gave Inſtructions to mix as much as poſſible. 


with all Ranks of People, but particularly with 
the Nobility and the Feſuits; for I had ſome 
foreboding the Miſchief came from their Quar- 


ter, and to take notice of the leaſt Hint or Whiſ- 
per that was let fall. | 


' You will acknowledge, my Lord, that my 


own Situation, was become a very delicate one; 
my known Attachment to his Majeſty, and the 
royal Family, the III-will I had gained of ſome 
Perſons, for my ſteady Purſuit of Meaſures that 


were conducive to the Glory of his Moſt Faithful 


Majeſty, and the, Good of the Commonwealth, 
made me ſufficiently apprehenſive for my own 
Safety; but not terrify'd on that Account, I con- 
tinued to act with the utmoſt Perſeverance, in 
endeavouring to bring to Light the Authors of 
this dreadful Aſſaſſination, determined to bring 


them 


(8). 
them to condign Puniſhment, even if they were 
related to my own Blood. 

My Intelligencers, before the Middle of O#ober, 
were able to direct our Purſuit after the Objects of 
Juſtice. They univerſally agreed that, there was an 
Air of Myſtery, and, at the ſame Time, a concealed 


Joy very viſible in the Families of Maſcarenbas and 
Tavora ; that they frequently held Meetings to- 


gether, and that Eleanor de Tavora viſited Joſeph 
Maſcarenhas perpetually. This Reconciliation be- 
tween two Houſes who, though ſo nearly allied, 
was ſenfible, bore the moſt bitter Hatred to 
one another, ſtill encreaſed my Suſpicions, that 
from that Source, the Nation had been ſo ſhame- 
fully injured in the- Attempt upon the Life of its 


nurſing Father. The Air of Myſtery Foſeph Maſ- 
carenbas put on, his Aſſiduity at Court, which 


was extraordinary, his frequent and particular 
Enquiries after the Health of his Majeſty, con- 
firmed me in this Belief. Soon after, an Agent 
we had at Rome, and another in Spain, procured 
ſome original Letters written by the Feſurts at 
Liſbon, to their Correſpondents at both thoſe 
Courts, particularly from Malagrida, betoremen - 
tioned, wherein they fixed, the Month of Sep- 
tember, as the final Period of his Majeſty's Lite, 
by way of Prophecy, as before obſerved, and one 
of the Letters, in a manner, gave us a thorough 
Inſight into the Plot. All the while we put on 
an Air at Court of the utmoſt Eaſe, ſeeming to 
have no Concern, but for his Majeſty's Recovery, 
and tho* the Troops were moving from all Quar- 
ters, the Conſpirators (depending upon the Secre- 
cy, that was fo inviolably ſworn to by all con- 
cerned) ſeemed to be perfectly tranquil, and to 


wait patiently for the Bolt that was to cruſh them 
with its Weight. 


At 
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At the Beginning of November, we gained al- 
moſt a poſitive Proof of what we ſuſpected. One 
Miguel Serveira, a Glover of Liſbon, and who had 
jome Obligations to me, came late at Night to 
my Houſe, and, at his preſſing Deſire, was intro- 
duced to me. He there, after expreſſing his Sor- 
row at the Accident that had happened to our 
Sovereign, ſaid, that, hearing his Majeſty was 
wounded by Blunderbuſſes, he had no Keſt for 
ſome Weeks within himſelf, becauſe of a Circum— 
ſtance that he believed might tend to the Diſco- 
very of the Authors of that Inſult. 

He added, tremblingly, that one Anthony Alvarez 
Ferreira, whom he knew to be a deſperate and 
bold Ruffian, had borrowed a Blunderbuſs of him 
on the zoth Day of Auguſt, which he returned him 
again on the 8th of September, and that when he 
brought it home, he made Ule of theſe Expreſ- 
ſions. I thank you for this Favour, I had better 


Sport with it than ever I bad in my Life. Struck 


with this, I aſked him, where the ſaid Anthony 
had moſtly been ſeen ſince that time, and had 
for anſwer, that He was ſo much at the Duke of 
Aveiro's, that he imagined be was taken into his 
Service. 

You will acknowledge, my Lord, that this 
beamed Conviction, almoſt of the Turpitude of 
Maſcarenhas : However, I ſhewed no Emotions 
before my Informant, contenting myſelf with giv- 
ing him a Sum of Money, and ordering him to 
be in the way, whenever I ſent for him. Some 
Days afterward, one of my Spies informed me, 
that in a little Hedge Tavern, the Perſons who 
kept it being his Relations, he tell into Compa- 
ny with one Roſſolier, a Frenchman, who, he under- 
ſtood taught Fencing at Count Uniad's, and talk- 
ing of the late Attempt upon the King, the lo— 
quacious Frenchman ſaid, among(t other Things: 

Jam 
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Jam ſure, if it could be proved, that his Majeſty had 
been fired at with Piſtcls, I ſhould ſuſpet a Friend 
of mine, one Ferreira, who borrowed a Brace of me, 
but the Day before the Accident, in order to try them, 
and returned them with a frivolous Excuſe, two Days 
afterwards, though I know they would fland Proof. 
My Man enquired particularly who this Ferreira 
was, and I found, by his Account, that he was 
the fame Perſon, that had, about the ſame Time 
alſo borrowed a Blunderbuſs, and putting theſe 
Circumſtances together, I could not help conclud- 
ing that this Anthony Alvarez Ferreira, was one of 
the Aſſaſſins. However, I kept all this to my- 
ſelf, and only made uſe of the Precaution of ſe- 
curing the Perſons of Roſſolier and Miguel Serveira, 
in the moſt private Manner, who I kept cloſe ar 
my Country Houſe, under a Guard of my Ser- 
vants, for fear they might through their Indiſcre- 
tion, ſay more than I wiſhed at preſent they 
ſhould. Soon after IT received a Letter from 
SSKEEFEZESSEESES which related the extraordina- 
ry Buſtle and Conſultation that employed every 
Day or every other Day at her Houſe +,***##**### 

Now, you will ſay my Lord, that I was pre- 
pared to unravel all this iniquitous Myſtery, and 
indeed I began to think I might very ſafely pro- 
ceed upon the Information I had, and his Majeſty 


and the Privy Council, when theſe Circumſtances 


were laid before them, ſeemed all to think the 
ſame. But in an Affair, that muſt involve in it 
the Deſtruction of many Perſons of the firſt Rank, 
too much Caution, I was of Opinion, could not 
be uſed ; and I was alſo of Opinion, that Self Ac- 
cuſations drawn by Torture, with the Evidence 


+ Surely this was not the Lady hinted at in the Note p 76. 


Here the Lines were likewiſe eraſed which makes me ſtill very 
ſuſpicious about her, 
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( 38 ) 
of a low Mechanick and. a Foreigner, would be 
inſufficient to ſatisfy the World of the Guilt of 
the Conſpirators. As to the Evidence of ****#, 
which I laſt mentioned“, I knew, I muſt, by no 
means, publickly make uſe of it. In order there- 
fore to procure better and more unexceptionable 
Evidence, I formed a Plan, which was this. As J 
knew Maſcarenhas and the Tavoras were poſſeſſed 
vi many Friends in the Brazzls and the Eaſt-Indies, 
made no doubt but they would, by the firſt Op- 
portunity, let theſe Friends know what had been 
tranſacted in Portugal, and as no Veſſel would fail 
for two Months to our Settlements, upon the Go- 
vernment's Account, I got Pedro Mendoza, Cap- 
tain of the Brig, Neuſtra Senbora D'Ajuda, who 


was to be depended upon, to - petition. the Secre- 


taries of State, for leave to make a Voyage to the 
Coaſts of Brazil, upon the Buſineſs of making 
ſome new Diſcoveries. - I imagined, by this Op- 
portunity, the Conſpirators would endeavour to 
ſend Letters, and it happened to turn out accord- 
ing to my Expectations. Mendoza, as ſoon as the 
Liberty was granted, and his Deſtination made 
publick, had large Packets ſent him from Num- 
bers of Hands, and ſer fail at the Beginning of 
November. I gave him Inſtructions, ſealed up, 
which he was not to open, till he came to the 


Azores, when he was thereby directed to deliver 


all his Letters and Packets to Don Julian de Mella, 
the King's Commiſſary at thoſe Iſlands, who af- 
ter inſpecting them, and keeping ſuch as he found 
it neceſſary to keep, was to re- deliver him the 
reſt; with which he was to proceed on his Voy- 


age to the 'Brazils, carrying ſome Advices from 


the King of great Importance. This was all 


tranſacted as I would have it, Don lian, by his 


See the Note preceding. 
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Majeſty's Frigate, the Archangel, in three Weeks 


Time, returned me twenty-five Letters, wrtiten 


by Malagrida and Mattos, two Feſuits ; by Maſs. 


carenhas, by Eleanor de Tavora, by Francis and 
Lewis de Tavora and others, plainly avowing 
the late horrid Action, with Threats of future 
Vengeance, in completion of their accurſed De- 
ſign, and filled with Menaces and Calumnies againſt 
the Adminiſtration. 

Thus furniſhed with the Arms, we wanted, the 


moſt important Thing remaining, was to ſecure the 


Perſons of theſe inhuman Wretches, and to bring 
them to their deſerved Puniſhment, 

By the middle of December, we had march'd 
into the .Environs of this Capital, between 7 and 
8000 of ſuch Troops as, with the Officers com- 
manding them, we knew were at the Devotion of 


the Court: And all this was done without much - 
Notice being taken, nor did it awaken the Con- 
ſpirators out of that Lethargy which had (by 


the Direction and Influence of Heaven) ſeized 
them. Proper Perſons were pitch'd upon (civil 
Officers) who had the neceſſary Orders given 
them, as had the principal Officers of the Troops, 
ſealed'up, and not to be opened till Dec. 28, ar 
Seven o'Clock in the Evening. It was ſo dex- 
trouſly managed that, in the Morning of that Day, 
a particular Account had been obtained of the Places 
where all the Conſpirators were to be met with 
in the Evening, whether at home or abroad. 

It had caus'd ſome debate in Council, whether 
the ſeizing of ſuch a Number of Perſons, as was 
propoſed, would not too much alarm the Pub- 
lick. But thoſe who were for the moſt Efficaci- 
ous Methods, ſtuck to their Point, which was, 
that the Maſcarenbaſes, the Tavoras, with every 
Soul, Man, Woman and Child, of their Families 
ſhould be confined, reſerving to the King to 
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make fuch Satisfaction to thoſe that were found In- 


nocent, for their Detention, as he ſhould judge 
proper. You are fenſible, my Lord, in the 


Number of thoſe that were impriſoned, ſome: 


of my own particular Friends were included 


but let whoever be affected we thought it expe- 


dient to ſearch thoroughly into, and root out the 
very Seeds of fuch abominable Treaſon and Par- 


ricide. 
At the appointed Time, theſe Orders were pri- 


vately opened and every Man did his Duty with 
Fidelity and Punctuality, ſo that, at the ſame 
Inſtant, the ſeveral Parties of the Troops ſur- 


rounded the Houſes of the Suſpected, and their 
Perſons, and every one in their Families were 


made Priſoners, without much Oppoſition, Fran- 


cis and Eleanor de Tavora, with their Son Lewis 
de Tavora, were taken coming out of the Eng- 


hſþ Factory where they had aſſiſted at .a Ball, 
given on Account of his Majeſty's Recovery, 


and Joſeph Maſcarenhas, the only one who offer- 


ed to make Reſiſtance, was ſeized at his Country 
Houſe of Azeiia9., When he perceived his 
Houſe was furrounded, or rather before he ſuſ- 
peed it to be entirely furrounded, his Counte- 


nance fell, he trembled; but reſuming ' ſome 


Courage, gave Orders to his Servants to bring 


Fire Arms, and proteſted he would defend him- 


ſelf to the laſt Extremity, A ſure ſign this of his 


Guile. But whilſt they were putting his Orders in 


Execurion, Lewis Anthony Leiro, a Notary, reſolutely 


entered, followed by Capt. Gaſpar Nunez and three 


Soldiers, and feized on his Perſon; then all his, 
boaſted Fortitude forſook him, and fo conſcious 
was he of his Crime, that he never once offered 


to enquire into the Meaning of his Arreſt, only 


ſaying to the Notary. Sir, ſe me according 10 
I my 
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my Rank, as you ſball Anſtver the contrary at your Peril, 
By the time the Clock ſtruck One; the next 
Morning, all. this mighty Buſineſs was happily 
Accompliſhed, and Eleanor de Tayora, was ſafe- 
ly lodg'd in the Convent das Grillas, Joſepb 
- Majcarenhas, Francis de Tavora, Lewis de Tavorn, 
Tofeph Maria de Tavora, FJeronymo de Attaide, 
and ſome others were ſtrongly Iron'd in dif- 
ferent Apartments in the Caſtle of Belem. The 
reſt of the Perſons were diſpers'd in ſuch 
Priſons and Convents as had Conveniences pro- 
per for their Reception. The late Dutcheſs of 
Aveiro, with her Children, were only reſtrain'd 
to the Convent de Madre de Dio, with the Liberty 
of walking at large within the Walls of the Place 
of their Confinement. Orders were given that ſhe 
ſhould be at tended in a Manner ſuitable to her 
Quality, as ſhe was imagined not to have any 
Concern in this black Conſpiracy “. 

The Publick ſeem'd, for ſome Time, aftoniſh'd 
at all theſe myſterious Tranſactions; but they 
were ſoon convinc'd of the Neceſſity of this 
Severity, by a Declaration of the Crimes they ſtood 
charged with. The infamous Anthony Alvarez 
Ferreira, was taken the next Day in attempting 
to get on board a French Ship in the Port; but 
unfortunately his vile Afﬀeciate Azevedo either 
ſecreted himſelf; or had before left the King- 
dom. However the Inſtructions, and Deſcripti- 
on of his Perſon, ſent to our Miniſters and Agents 
at Foreign Courts are ſo preciſe that we make 
-no doubt of ſoon Diſcovering his retreat: Indeed 
the Detection and Puniſhment of ſuch- abandon- 
ed Mi ſcreants, intereſts all Mankind; but in 
a more particular Manner Sovereign Princes who 


* Sure the Favour had ſome extraordinary Motive for it, 


otherwiſe the near Relation ſhe ſtood in to the principal Con- 


{pirator, would ſcarce have entitled her to it!? 
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muſt be all ſcandalized at ſuch a Notorious. and 
atrocious Attempt, 

Theſe proud theſe haughty People, loſt, from 
the moment of their becoming Priſoners, all 
that daring Inſolence for which they had been 
remarkable, and could even ſpeak to their Goa- 
lers in ſupplicating Terms, for the little kind 
Offices they were capable of doing them. In 
order to begin their Penance, they were command- 
ed to be fed upon Bread and Water, and Prepa- 
rations were begun for getting from them, by 
Torture, what yet lay concealed in their rank- 
rous Boſoms. 

Your, Lordſhip muſt not think, that in this 
general Capture, the holy Fathers of Jeſus were 
forgotten. No; all their Houſes were ſurround- 
ed, and no one ſuffered to go in or out. In one 
of them were found great Quantities of Arms, 
with Ammunition and other warlike Proviſions ; 
ſo that it was thought proper to order thirty of 
them into cloſe Confinement, and I make no 
doubt this wiley *, this politick Order will be 
ſoon baniſhed this Kingdom; nay, that in every 
chriſtian Country, they will meet with the Fate 
of the pernicious Knizhts Templars tft. But to 
return : 

Proper Examiners being appointed, the Pri ſon- 
ers, in the Caſtle of Belem, were ſeverally put to 
the Torture, and, my Lord, upon this Occaſion, 
it was thought expedient to heighten it, to the 
utmoſt Degree that human Nature could poſſibly 
ſupport. All of them confeſſed their Crimes, except 
young Joſepb Maria de Tavora : As to moſt of the 


The Jeſuits, from their Confeſſions, knew the Secrets of 
the unfortunate Family, and artfully, by working up their Re- 
ſentment againſt the King to the hioheſt Pitch, produced this 
{ad Cataſtrophe. 

+ For their Pride and Sins againſt Nature, c. the Order 
was abohſhed in 1309. They had then the Poſſeſſion of 16, ooo 
Lordſhips in various Parts of Europe. 
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ret, all their Fortitude was extinct, and even the 
haughty * Maſcarenhas, ſtooped ſo low, as to beg, 
to ſupplicate the Counſellors preſent, to inter- 
ceed to his Majeſty in his Favour. Francis de 
Tavora, behaved with more Decency, and T ſaid 
ſome Things that“ * 

But, my Lord, I ſhall not trouble you with the 
Ravings of theſe unhappy Wretches, under the 
ſtraining that every Joint, Muſcle, Nerve and 
Vein endured ; let it ſuffice, that, they confirmed, 
by their own Confeſſion g, all that I have before 
related to you; but when their Pains had been 
carried to the utmoſt Stretch, Frenzy, Madneſs, 
Raving, wild, incoherent Stuff, proclaimed to their 
Judges, that tho* the Rack had not robbed them 
of Life, Reaſon was entirely baniſhed by it. 

But I cannot omit the Bravery of Foſeph Ma- 
ria, and with it had been employed in another 
Cauſe. When firſt examined, he deported him- 
ſelf with a decent Intrepidity z but no Torture 


could draw from him a ſingle Word, either in 


Confeſſion. of his own Guilt, or Accuſation of 
others. When all his Joints were diſlocated, he 
ſaid, Gentlemen, I am prepared for every Torment; 
but theſe Lips ſhall never utter a ſingle Word more. 
What I did, I thought myſelf in Honour obliged to 
do; I am ſatisfied 1 atted from good Motives (theſe 
were the Wretch's Expreſſions) and no Torments, 
ſhall have Power to make me recant ; or accuſe per- 
haps the innocent : For Heaven knows what excrucia- 
ting Pangs, Torments worſe than thoſe of the damned, 
may involuntarily draw from me ||. Tell your King 8 


##*####*** Every one wept at the Behaviour of 


'* Here again, the affronted Stateſman ſpeaks. See p. 71. 
+ Said, I ſuppoſe, what was hinted at in the Note at p. 75. 
1 Extorted Confeſſion | 
Very true and very ſenſible. . 
No doubt the Lines here again eraſed were of the ſame 
Tendency as thoſe in p. 75. 
this 
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this beautiful Youth; but the ſtern Rules of Juſtice 
obliged them to ſhew him no Favour “. 

The High Court of Judicature eſtabliſhed for 
the Trial of theſe Conſpirators, having had all 
the Proofs of their Crimes, and their own Con- 
feſſions laid before them, after the moſt mature 
Deliberation, paſſed Sentence, as follows. 

That Foſeph Maſcarenhas (who with the reſt, 
had been unnaturalized and degraded) be con- 
veyed, with a Halter, ahout his Neck, and Pro- 
clamation of his Crimes, to the Place of Execu- 
tion, where, upon a high Scaffold, after the break- 
ing alive, by the Rupture of the eight Bones of 


his Legs and Arms, he be expoſed upon a 
Wheel. That afterwards he be burnt alive, with 


the Scafffold, on which he was executed, and 
the Aſhes be thrown into the Sea. His Arms 
and Atchievemerts, wherever placed, and his 
Houſes of Abode to be pulled down, the Places 
where they ſtoad reduced to a Wild, and 
ſtrewed with Salt, and all his Eſtates confiſcated 
to the Crown. That Framis de Tavora, ſuffer 
the ſame Pains ana Penalties. No Perſon ever 
after to uſe the Sirname of Javora, on Pain of 
Forfeiture of all their Goods. Antonio Alvarez 
Ferreira and Foſeph Policarp de Axevedo, to be 
burnt alive, and their Aſhes thrown into the Sea, 
with Confiſcation of Goods and Chattels, and Eraſe- 
ment of their dwelling Houſes, &c. Joſeph Policarp 
having abſconded, a Reward of 10,000 Cruſadoes 
is offered for ſecuriug him in this Kingdom, or 
25,000 Cruſadoes, for ſecuring him in any foreign 


Country, beſides travelling Expences. Lewis 


Bernard of Tavora, Feronymo of Attaide, Foſeph 
Maria of Tavora, Blaze Joſeph Romeiro, John Mi. 


* What horrid Ideas the Reader muſt here be forced to in- 
dulge 
chae! 
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chael, and Emanuel Alvarez, to be carried to the 


Place of Execution, with Halters about their 
Necks, &c. there to be firſt ſtrangled, and after- 
wards to have the eight Bones of their Arms and 
Legs broken, afterwards their Bodies put upon 
Wheels, and to be burnt to powder and thrown 
into the Sea Their Goods and Chattles to be 
forfeited Sc. and their Offspring to be declared 


Infamous. Eleanor de Tavora to have her Head 


ſeparated from her Body, Sc. Sc. 


This Sentence was ſigned at the Palace of our 


Lady of Ajuda, Jan. 12, 1759. And, 

On Saturday, Jan. 13, à Stage or Scaffold, 
Ten Feet high, being erected, on the Key at Belem, 
within view of the royal Palace, with Steps at 
one end to Aſcend thereto, and, to render the 
Fate of theſe Parricides ſtill more ignominious 


and leſs affecting to the Populace it was not lined. 


with any thing, but only the plain Boards ap- 
peared with the Wheels and all the Apparatus 
of Death lying near them. Eleanor de Tavora 


was firſt brought to her Fate, in a covered 


Waggon, attended by two of the Executioners. 
She ſaid nothing all the Way, and ſeem'd to 
have fallen into a State of Diſtraction. After 
ſome little trouble ſhe had her Head ſevered 
from her Body, by one blow of a large broad 
Sword. Joſeph Maria ſuffered next, he behaved 
with his accuſtomed Intrepidity, look'd round 
upon the Spectators, and ſaid to the Executioners, 
Come, Friends, begin your bloody Work, I am ready ! 
He was immediately ſtripp'd, ty'd to the Croſs, 
firſt ſtrangled, then broke, and his Body plac'd on 
a Wheel and covered as the Body of his Mother 
had been. The Criminals Jeronymo de Attaide and 
Lewis de Tavora were next Executed in the ſame 
manner, without ſaving a Word. After them the 
inferior Criminals ſuffered, in the Terms of their 

Sen- 
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Sentence; but it was impoſſible to put them to Death with 
the ſame Decency: They ſeem'd all to have loſt their Rea- 
ſon, by their preceeding Tortures, and they ſtruggled and cried 
out ſo much that the Executioners dragg'd them to their Fate 
by Force. Next appeared old Tawora and the arch Criminal 
Maſcarenhas, who were brought in an open Cart, together, 
to the Scaffold, They ſtared wildly at each other when they 
were firſt mounted in their ſordid Vehicle (for none of the Cri- 
minals had been ſuffered to ſee or ſpeak to each other dur- 
ing their Confinement) and old Tavora cry'd, Heavens, what 
4 cloſe of Life! Maſcarenhas ſhrugg'd up his Shoulders, and 
the Tears trickled down his Cheeks. Tawora mounted firſt, 
and tho* ſcarce able to ſtand, his preſence of Mind was fo 
great, that he went to all the Bodies, one by one, and anxi- 
ouſly taking up every Cloth, beheld the Remains of all his 
peſtilent Family. When he came to his youngeſt Son's maim- 
ed Carcaſe, he ſhuddered and ſhed ſome Tears, crying out, 
My Son, my unhappy Son, is this the fruit of all my fond wiſhes! 
He then knelt down and kiſs'd his disfigured Face. Riſing, 
he curiouſly examined the Inſtrument of Death and ſaid to 
the Executioner, Fricnd, don't increaſe my Pains, by any timi- 
dity of thine, 1 forgive thee, Whilſt they broke him, his 
loud ſhrieks invaded the Ears of all the Spectators. He re- 
ceived the Coup de Grace in about 12 Minutes and was no 
more, Meaſcarenhas heard his Shrieks and look'd up to him, 
once or twice, with Terror and Amazement painted in his 
Face. He did not utter one Word during the Time they 
were fixing him to the Croſs, but groan'd Inceſſantly. They 
were above an Hour diſpatching him, and his infernal Yells 
ſtill ſound in my Ears. He was then placed upon a Wheel 
in the ſame Manner with the reſt. Laftly, the abominable 
Alvarez Ferreira, was brought in a pitch'd Coat and faſtened 
to a Stake, as was the Effigy of Jeſeph Policarp, upon which the 
Bodies being uncovered to his View, the whole Machine was 
ſet on Fire, and with all its Load ſoon reduced to Aſhes, 
which were afterwards ſwept up and thrown inio the River. 
The Houſes of the Criminals were pulled down the fame and 
the ſucceeding Day. 

Thus, my Lord, I have informed you of every Thing re- 
Jating to this horrid Plot and it's conſequences hitherto ; but as we 
have now near 450 perſons, of all Ranks, and many Jeſuits 
in Cuſtody, I fear we ſhall be forced to repeat the ſame 
Tragedy on ſome of the moſt culpable: So that you will 
perceive our Fatzgues are not yet terminated. In my next 
1 may give you an Account of further Diſcoveries and Exe- 
cutions, till which, believe me to be, with great Sincerity 
and Affection, my Lord, 

Your Lordſhip's moſt Obedient, 


Sc. „%,, 


es. 


